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Overview 

Figure 1: Real Teacher Salaries Are Flat 

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

1964

1969

2004

1999

1994

1989

19841979

1974

$30,000

$35,000

$40,000

$45,000

$50,000

$55,000

1964 1969 1974 1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004

Year

A
ve

ra
ge

 S
al

ar
y

 

 
Sources: Consumer Price Index (all urban consumers, not seasonally adjusted), Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
http://www. bls.gov/cpi/home.htm. American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of 
education, various years.  
=
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Survey and Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends 2004 

Table 1: Annualized Changes in Real Average Teacher Salary 1993-94 to 2003-04 

=

 
Growth of $400 or 

more per year 
Growth of $1 to 
$399 per year 

Decline of $1 to 
$399 per year 

Decline of $400 
or more per year 

Total 

States 6 22 17 5 50 
Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education, various years. 
 

Comparisons to Other Professions 
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Overview 

Figure 2: Real Teacher Pay vs. Comparable Professions 
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Sources: National Survey of Professional, Administrative, Technical and Clerical Pay, U.S. Department of Labor. 
National Compensation Survey, U.S. Department of Labor. American Association of University Professors, Acadamie. 
American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education, various years. 
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íÜçìÖÜíKS=qÜÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=Üçìêë=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïçêâ=~ééÉ~êë=íç=ÄÉ=ÖêçïáåÖ=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääóK=cçê=
Éñ~ãéäÉI=áå=NVVN=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ëéÉåí=QSKP=Üçìêë=éÉê=ïÉÉâ=áå=ïçêâJêÉä~íÉÇ=~ÅíáîáíóK=få=OMMMI=
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Survey and Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends 2004 

Table 2: Comparison of Teacher Pay to Other Professions 1993-94 to 2003-04 

=

Profession 
1994 Salary 

(in 2004 Dollars) 2004 Salary Real Increases 
Full Professor $ 82,672 $ 94,606 14.4% 
Buyer $ 56,869 $ 64,813 14.0% 
Accountant $ 50,837 $ 56,102 10.4% 
Attorney $ 82,254 $ 89,989 9.4% 
Engineer $ 71,848 $ 78,023 8.6% 
Computer Systems Analyst $ 69,528 $ 73,269 5.4% 
Assistant Professor $ 47,442 $ 49,795 5.0% 
Teacher $ 45,586 $ 46,597 2.2% 

Sources: National Survey of Professional, Administrative, Technical and Clerical Pay. U.S. Department of Labor. 
National Compensation Survey. U.S. Department of Labor. American Association of University Professors, Acadamie. 
American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education, various years. 
=
General Comparisons to the Private Sector 
qÜÉ=Åçãé~êáëçå=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=íç=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçåë=áë=áãéçêí~åí=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=áí=ÑçÅìëÉë=çå=
àçÄë=íÜ~í=êÉèìáêÉ=~=ÅçããÉåëìê~íÉ=ÇÉÖêÉÉ=çÑ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=tÜáäÉ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=Ü~ë=
íê~Çáíáçå~ääó=ä~ÖÖÉÇ=ÄÉÜáåÇ=íÜÉëÉ=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=àçÄëI=áí=Ü~ë=ÜÉäÇ=~=éêáîáäÉÖÉÇ=éä~ÅÉ=
Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=~ää=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ïçêâK=tÜÉå=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=É~êåáåÖë=çÑ=~ää=
éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ïçêâÉêë=áå=NVVQI=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=ï~ë=ïçêíÜ=NPS=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåK=_ìí=íÜÉ=êÉä~íáîÉ=éçëáíáçå=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=ÉêçÇÉÇ=ÇìêáåÖ=
íÜÉ=åÉñí=NM=óÉ~êëK=få=OMMQI=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=ï~ë=ïçêíÜ=NNV=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=
ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåK==
=
qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ïÉåí=Ñêçã=É~êåáåÖ=ANKPS=Ñçê=ÉîÉêó=Ççää~ê=áå=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåI=íç=
É~êåáåÖ=ANKNVK=cçê=ÉîÉêó=åÉï=êÉ~ä=Ççää~ê=Ö~áåÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=áå=íÜáë=íáãÉI=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ö~áåÉÇ=çåäó=NU=ÅÉåíëK=fí=áë=ìåÅäÉ~ê=ïÜ~í=áë=Å~ìëáåÖ=íÜáë=Äêç~ÇJÄ~ëÉÇ=íêÉåÇK=
oÉ~ä=ÖêçïíÜ=áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ï~ë=éêçéçêíáçå~ääó=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=íÜ~í=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=
ïçêâÉêë=áå=àìëí=V=ëí~íÉëK=få=OO=ëí~íÉëI=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ÖêÉï=~í=àìëí=éÉååáÉë=çå=íÜÉ=Ççää~ê=
Ñçê=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ïçêâÉêëK=få=~åçíÜÉê=NV=ëí~íÉëI=íÜÉêÉ=ï~ë=~=åÉÖ~íáîÉ=êÉä~íáçåëÜáéK=^ë=
éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ïçêâÉêë=ã~ÇÉ=ÖêçìåÇ=áå=íÜÉëÉ=ëí~íÉëI=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ë~ï=íÜÉáê=ÄìóáåÖ=éçïÉê=
ÇÉÅêÉ~ëÉK==
=

Other Trends  
qïç=çíÜÉê=íêÉåÇë=ÜáÖÜäáÖÜí=íÜÉ=ÅçåÅäìëáçå=íÜ~í=ëçãÉíÜáåÖ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=áë=Ü~ééÉåáåÖ=íç=
íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëK=cçê=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=íáãÉ=ëáåÅÉ=NVUOI=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=~êÉ=äÉëë=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
É~êåáåÖë=çÑ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=ïçêâÉêëK=^åÇ=íÜÉ=ê~íáç=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=íç=éÉê=Å~éáí~=Öêçëë=
ÇçãÉëíáÅ=éêçÇìÅí=EdamF=áë=íÜÉ=ëã~ääÉëí=áí=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ëáåÅÉ=íÜÉ=^cq=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=~å~äóòáåÖ=
íÜÉëÉ=Ç~í~K=qÜáë=áë=çåÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ãçêÉ=ÅçãéäáÅ~íÉÇ=ãÉ~ëìêÉë=ìëÉÇ=áå=çìê=ëìêîÉóK=mÉê=
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Overview 

Å~éáí~=dam=áë=ÇÉêáîÉÇ=Äó=ÇáîáÇáåÖ=íÜÉ=ëìã=çÑ=dam=Äó=íÜÉ=íçí~ä=éçéìä~íáçåI=åçí=àìëí=
é~áÇ=ïçêâÉêëK=^äíÜçìÖÜ=áí=áë=åçí=~=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=çÑ=áåÅçãÉ=éÉê=ïçêâÉêI=áí=éêçîáÇÉë=~=ìëÉÑìä=
ï~ó=íç=Åçãé~êÉ=íêÉåÇë=áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=íç=íêÉåÇë=áå=çîÉê~ää=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=ÖêçïíÜK=få=íÜÉ=
NVSMëI=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=Éèì~ä=íç=NTM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éÉê=Å~éáí~=damK=^äãçëí=ÉîÉêó=óÉ~ê=
ëáåÅÉ=íÜÉåI=íÜ~í=ê~íáç=Ü~ë=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇK=^åÇ=áå=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=àìëí=NNT=
éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éÉê=Å~éáí~=damK=_ÉíïÉÉå=NVVQ=~åÇ=OMMQI=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãó=Ü~ë=Öêçïå=NS=
éÉêÅÉåí=çå=~=êÉ~ä=éÉê=Å~éáí~=Ä~ëáëI=Äìí=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=Ü~ë=Öêçïå=àìëí=OKO=éÉêÅÉåíK=qÜÉ=
ÉÅçåçãó=áë=ÖêçïáåÖ=~í=~äãçëí=ÉáÖÜí=íáãÉë=íÜÉ=ê~íÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~óK=kç=ã~ííÉê=íÜÉ=Å~ìëÉ=
çÑ=íÜÉëÉ=íêÉåÇëI=íÜÉó=ïáää=~ÑÑÉÅí=ÄçíÜ=êÉÅêìáíãÉåí=~åÇ=êÉíÉåíáçå=çÑ=èì~äáÑáÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=
íÜ~í=ïáää=Ü~îÉ=ê~ãáÑáÅ~íáçåë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ïçêâÑçêÅÉ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=åÉñí=íÜêÉÉ=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉëK==
=

Figure 3: Real Wages for Teachers and All Workers 
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Sources: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Bureau of Labor Statistics. http://www. 
stats.bls.gov/cew/home.htm. American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education, 
various years. 

Benefits 
låÉ=éçëëáÄäÉ=Éñéä~å~íáçå=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ä~ÅâäìëíÉê=éÉêÑçêã~åÅÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=áë=íÜ~í=
ÑìåÇë=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=ÇáîÉêíÉÇ=íç=âÉÉé=é~ÅÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÄìêÖÉçåáåÖ=Åçëí=çÑ=ÄÉåÉÑáíëK=_ÉÅ~ìëÉ=
éìÄäáÅ=ëÉÅíçê=ÉãéäçóÉÉë=ÖÉåÉê~ääó=Éåàçó=ÄÉííÉê=ÜÉ~äíÜ=~åÇ=êÉíáêÉãÉåí=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=íÜ~å=
ïçêâÉêë=áå=íÜÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçêI=íÜáë=ïçìäÇ=ëÉÉã=~=äáâÉäó=Éñéä~å~íáçå=~í=ÑáêëíK=_ìí=íÜÉêÉ=áë=
ãçêÉ=íç=íÜÉ=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=èìÉëíáçå=íÜ~å=ãÉÉíë=íÜÉ=ÉóÉK==
=
qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Çç=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉííÉê=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=íÜ~å=åçåéêçÑÉëëáçå~ä=ïçêâÉêëI=Äìí=ÄÉåÉÑáíëI=~ë=~=
éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=é~óêçääI=~êÉ=èìáíÉ=ÅäçëÉ=íç=íÜçëÉ=çÑ=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äëK=få=OMMOI=ÜÉ~äíÜ=
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Survey and Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends 2004 

~åÇ=éÉåëáçå=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=ïÉêÉ=NPKR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íçí~ä=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=Ñçê=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=~åÇ=NNKP=
éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íçí~ä=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=Ñçê=~ää=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äëK=jçêÉçîÉêI=çåÅÉ=áí=áë=í~âÉå=áåíç=
~ÅÅçìåí=íÜ~í=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=É~êå=äÉëë=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äëI=íÜÉ=~Åíì~ä=î~äìÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ÄÉåÉÑáíë=é~áÇ=íç=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=~åÇ=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äë=ãçîÉë=áåíç=äáåÉK=få=Ñ~ÅíI=íÜÉ=
bÅçåçãáÅ=mçäáÅó=fåëíáíìíÉ=Éëíáã~íÉë=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=~ÄëçäìíÉ=î~äìÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÄÉåÉÑáí=
é~Åâ~ÖÉë=ã~ó=ÄÉ=äÉëë=íÜ~å=íÜ~í=çÑ=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äëKT==
=
cìêíÜÉêI=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=áåÇáÅ~íÉë=íÜ~í=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÄÉåÉÑáíë=~êÉ=ÖêçïáåÖ=~í=~=ëäçïÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=
éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ÄÉåÉÑáíëK=lîÉê=íÜÉ=é~ëí=NM=óÉ~êëI=~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=_ìêÉ~ì=çÑ=i~Äçê=
pí~íáëíáÅëI=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ÄÉåÉÑáí=Åçëíë=ï~ë=ÖêÉ~íÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=
áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=íÜÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ëÉÅíçêKU=^äíÜçìÖÜ=áí=áë=äáâÉäó=íÜ~í=êáëáåÖ=ÜÉ~äíÜ=áåëìê~åÅÉ=Åçëíë=
Ü~îÉ=Å~ìëÉÇ=äÉëë=ãçåÉó=íç=Öç=áåíç=ë~ä~êáÉëI=áí=áë=åçí=ÅäÉ~ê=íÜ~í=íÜáë=áë=íÜÉ=Å~ëÉ=Ñçê=
íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=çíÜÉê=ïçêâÉêëK=

Figure 4: Percentage Increase in Public and Private Sector Benefits, 1994-2004 

=
=
=
=
=

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8%

6%

4%

2%

0%

 
 

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Public Private

 

 
Source: Seasonally Adjusted Benefits for All Workers in Public and Private Sector, Employment Cost Index. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. http://www. bls.gov/ncs/ect/home.htm. 

Experience 
få=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=APNITMQI=~åÇ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=
ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=AQSIRVTK=qÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉ=íïç=áë=ANQIUVPK=qÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=
áë=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=~í=NQKU=óÉ~êëK=fÑ=ïÉ=~ëëìãÉ=íÜ~í=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=íê~Åâë=ïáíÜ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
é~óI=íÜÉå=íÜÉ=î~äìÉ=çÑ=~=óÉ~ê=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áë=ANIMMSK=få=NVVQI=íÜÉ=áåÑä~íáçåJ~ÇàìëíÉÇ=

=======================================================
T=eçï=açÉë=qÉ~ÅÜÉê=m~ó=`çãé~êÉ\=póäîá~=^ääÉÖêÉííçI=pÉ~å=`çêÅçê~å=~åÇ=i~ïêÉåÅÉ=jáëÜÉäI=`Ü~éíÉê=QK=
U=_ìêÉ~ì=çÑ=i~Äçê=pí~íáëíáÅëK=bãéäçóãÉåí=`çëí=fåÇÉñK=`çãé~êáëçå=çÑ=`Ü~åÖÉë=áå=pÉ~ëçå~ääó=^ÇàìëíÉÇ=
_ÉåÉÑáíë=Ñçê=^ää=tçêâÉêë=áå=mìÄäáÅ=~åÇ=mêáî~íÉ=pÉÅíçêK=ÜííéWLLïïïK=ÄäëKÖçîLåÅëLÉÅíLÜçãÉKÜíãK=
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Overview 

î~äìÉ=çÑ=~=óÉ~ê=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=ï~ë=ANIMPMK=qÜÉ=êÉ~ä=î~äìÉ=çÑ=~=óÉ~ê=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=
ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ=ÉîÉê=ëç=ëäáÖÜíäó=áå=íÜÉ=é~ëí=NM=óÉ~êëK=^í=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=íáãÉI=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=î~äìÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇK==
=
_ÉíïÉÉå=NVVQ=~åÇ=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ=Ñêçã=NRKR=óÉ~êë=íç=
NQKU=óÉ~êëK=^=äÉëë=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ÑçêÅÉ=ã~ó=éêçîáÇÉ=~=é~êíá~ä=êÉ~ëçå=Ñçê=ëä~Åâ=áå=
é~óK=_ìí=áí=áë=îÉêó=É~ëó=íç=çîÉêëí~íÉ=íÜáë=Å~ëÉK=dáîÉå=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=î~äìÉ=çÑ=çåÉ=óÉ~êDë=
ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áë=ANIMMSI=çåÉ=Å~å=Éëíáã~íÉ=íÜ~í=áÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ü~Ç=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áå=
OMMQ=~ë=áå=NVVQI=íÜÉå=~îÉê~ÖÉ=é~ó=ïçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ATMQ=ãçêÉI=ÅÜ~åÖáåÖ=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=NMJóÉ~ê=Ö~áå=
áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ñêçã=ANIMPV=íç=ANITNR=~åÇ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=~ååì~ä=Ö~áå=íç=ANTO=éÉê=óÉ~êK=
eçïÉîÉêI=íÜáë=Éëíáã~íáçå=äáâÉäó=çîÉêëí~íÉë=íÜÉ=ÉÑÑÉÅí=Å~ìëÉÇ=Äó=ÇÉÅäáåáåÖ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉK=
cçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=áí=ãáÖÜí=ÄÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=éççä=çÑ=Ççää~êë=Ñçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=áë=êÉä~íáîÉäó=ÑáñÉÇI=
é~êíáÅìä~êäó=ÇìêáåÖ=éÉêáçÇë=çÑ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åçåëíê~áåíK=fÑ=ëçI=íÜÉå=~=ãçêÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=
ÑçêÅÉ=ïçìäÇ=Ü~îÉ=ãÉ~åí=äÉëë=ãçåÉó=íç=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëI=êÉëìäíáåÖ=
åçí=áå=~å=çîÉê~ää=~îÉê~ÖÉ=é~ó=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=Äìí=áå=~=ÜáÖÜÉê=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=éêÉãáìã=~åÇ=ëáãáä~ê=
~îÉê~ÖÉ=é~óK==
=
^=ÄÉííÉê=éÉêëéÉÅíáîÉ=çå=íÜÉ=ÉÑÑÉÅí=çÑ=ÇÉÅäáåáåÖ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=çå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=áë=~=
Åçãé~êáëçå=íç=NVUUI=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=óÉ~ê=íÜ~í=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ü~Ç=NQKU=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉK=qÜÉ=êÉ~ä=
~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êó=íÜÉå=ï~ë=AQQIUOPK=_ÉíïÉÉå=NVUU=~åÇ=OMMQI=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=ï~ë=ANITTQ=çê=ANNN=éÉê=óÉ~êK=qÜáë=Åçãé~êáëçå=éêçîáÇÉë=ëíêçåÖ=ÉîáÇÉåÅÉ=
íÜ~í=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áë=åçí=íÜÉ=Å~ìëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ïÉ~â=ÖêçïíÜ=áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=~ë=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=
íÜÉ=ë~ä~êáÉë=çÑ=çíÜÉê=ïçêâÉêëK=

Beginning Teacher Salaries  
_ÉíïÉÉå=OMMOJMP=~åÇ=OMMPJMQI=íÜÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=êçëÉ=Ñêçã=APNIPRN=íç=
APNITMQI=àìëí=NKN=éÉêÅÉåíK=oáëáåÖ=áåÑä~íáçå=ãÉ~åí=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=ÄìóáåÖ=éçïÉê=çÑ=
ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëI=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=ÑÉää=Äó=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=N=éÉêÅÉåíI=çê=AQUQK=_ÉÖáååáåÖ=
íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ü~îÉ=ÖÉåÉê~ääó=ÄÉÉå=ÇçáåÖ=ÄÉííÉê=íÜ~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=çîÉê=
íÜÉ=é~ëí=NM=óÉ~êëI=~åÇ=íÜÉó=ã~íÅÜ=ìé=ÄÉííÉê=áå=ëçãÉ=Åçãé~êáëçåë=íç=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=
ï~ÖÉëK=kçåÉíÜÉäÉëëI=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ëíáää=~êÉ=äçëáåÖ=ÖêçìåÇI=Äìí=ãçêÉ=ëäçïäó=
íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëK=
=
få=íÜÉ=é~ëí=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ü~îÉ=êáëÉå=~í=~=ÖêÉ~íÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=
Ü~îÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëI=ÖçáåÖ=Ñêçã=~å=áåÑä~íáçåJ~ÇàìëíÉÇ=AOVISNN=áå=NVVQI=íç=
APNITMQ=áå=OMMQI=~=êÉ~ä=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=T=éÉêÅÉåíI=çê=AOMV=éÉê=óÉ~êK=aÉëéáíÉ=Ñ~êáåÖ=ÄÉííÉê=
íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåI=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉë=~êÉ=åçí=âÉÉéáåÖ=é~ÅÉ=ïáíÜ=
çîÉê~ää=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=íêÉåÇëK=cçê=ÉîÉêó=åÉï=êÉ~ä=Ççää~ê=áå=çîÉê~ää=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÉÅíçê=É~êåáåÖë=áå=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉI=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ü~îÉ=êáëÉå=Äó=àìëí=PU=
ÅÉåíëK==
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Beginning Salaries and the College Job Market 
`çãé~êáëçåë=çÑ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=íç=ëí~íáëíáÅë=Ñçê=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=çÑ=~ää=
ïçêâÉêë=EÄçíÜ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=~åÇ=áåÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇF=éêçîáÇÉë=~=ÖççÇ=ëÉåëÉ=çÑ=çîÉê~ää=íêÉåÇëK=
_ìí=~=ÄÉííÉê=Åçãé~êáëçå=áë=íç=íÜÉ=ë~ä~êáÉë=çíÜÉê=ÅçääÉÖÉ=ëíìÇÉåíë=~êÉ=çÑÑÉêÉÇK=qÜÉ=
k~íáçå~ä=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=çÑ=`çääÉÖÉë=~åÇ=bãéäçóÉêë=ÅçåÇìÅíë=~å=~ååì~ä=ëìêîÉó=çå=íÜÉëÉ=
àçÄ=çÑÑÉêëKV=qê~Çáíáçå~ääóI=çÑÑÉêë=íç=ÅçääÉÖÉ=Öê~Çì~íÉë=~êÉ=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääó=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=
~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëI=~åÇ=OMMPJMQ=ï~ë=åç=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåíK=få=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
àçÄ=çÑÑÉê=ã~ÇÉ=íç=ÅçääÉÖÉ=Öê~Çì~íÉë=ïÜç=ïÉêÉ=åçí=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ã~àçêë=ï~ë=AQMIQTOI=çê=
AUITSU=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êóK=
=
aìêáåÖ=íÜÉ=ä~íÉ=NVVMëI=íÜÉ=Ö~é=ÄÉíïÉÉå=çÑÑÉêë=íç=åçåJÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ã~àçêë=~åÇ=çÑÑÉêë=íç=
ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêÛë=ÖêÉï=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääóK=qÜáë=ï~ë=íÜÉ=êÉëìäí=çÑ=ä~êÖÉ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉë=áå=ë~ä~êó=
çÑÑÉêë=íç=çíÜÉê=Öê~Çì~íÉëK=eçïÉîÉêI=ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãó=ïçêëÉåÉÇI=êÉ~ä=çÑÑÉêë=íç=çíÜÉê=
Öê~Çì~íÉë=ÑÉää=ã~êâÉÇäóK=_ÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉáê=éÉ~â=áå=OMMN=~åÇ=OMMQI=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=î~äìÉ=çÑ=àçÄ=
çÑÑÉêë=íç=åçåJÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ã~àçêë=ÑÉää=Äó=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=ARIMMMI=ïÜáäÉ=íÜÉ=êÉ~ä=î~äìÉ=çÑ=
ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ÑÉää=Äó=äÉëë=íÜ~å=AQMK=

Figure 5: Real Beginning Teacher Salary and College Graduate Job Offers 
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Sources: National Association of Colleges and Employers, Salary Survey, various years. American Federation of 
Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education, various years.  
=
bîÉå=~ÅÅçìåíáåÖ=Ñçê=íÜáëI=ëáåÅÉ=NVVQI=íÜÉ=åÉí=Ö~é=ÄÉíïÉÉå=ë~ä~êó=çÑÑÉêë=íç=Öê~Çì~íÉë=
~åÇ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Éñé~åÇÉÇ=ëäáÖÜíäóK=få=NVVQI=çÑÑÉêë=ã~ÇÉ=íç=åçåJ
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ã~àçêë=ïÉêÉ=OS=éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëK=få=
OMMQI=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=OU=éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉêK==

=======================================================
V=k~íáçå~ä=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=çÑ=`çääÉÖÉë=~åÇ=bãéäçóÉêëK=p~ä~êó=pìêîÉó=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OMMQW=^=píìÇó=çÑ=OMMPJMQ=
_ÉÖáååáåÖ=lÑÑÉêëIÒ=~åÇ=p~ä~êó=pìêîÉó=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=NVVQW=^=píìÇó=çÑ=NVVPJVQ=_ÉÖáååáåÖ=lÑÑÉêëK=
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Overview 

Trends in Public Finance 
låÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=Ñ~Åíçêë=~ÑÑÉÅíáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=áë=íÜÉ=ÅçåÇáíáçå=çÑ=éìÄäáÅ=Ñáå~åÅÉ=áå=íÜÉ=
råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉëK=cìåÇáåÖ=Ñçê=rKpK=éìÄäáÅ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=áë=ÇÉêáîÉÇ=éêáã~êáäó=Ñêçã=ëí~íÉ=~åÇ=
äçÅ~ä=Ççää~êëI=ïáíÜ=ëçãÉ=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ÑìåÇë=~åÇ=~=êÉä~íáîÉäó=ëã~ää=~ãçìåí=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=ëìééçêíK=
_çíÜ=íÜÉ=~ãçìåí=çÑ=ÑìåÇáåÖ=~î~áä~ÄäÉ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=ÅçãéÉíáåÖ=ÇÉã~åÇë=Ñçê=íÜÉëÉ=Ççää~êë=
~êÉ=Ñ~Åíçêë=íÜ~í=~ÑÑÉÅí=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ÑìåÇáåÖ=~åÇ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëK==

Federal Budget Pressures 
qÜÉ=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=éêçîáÇÉë=UKR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÑìåÇáåÖ=Ñçê=hJNO=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=áå=íÜÉ=
råáíÉÇ=pí~íÉëKNM=^=ëíêáåÖ=çÑ=í~ñ=ÅìíëI=ëí~êíáåÖ=áå=OMMNI=ëÜêìåâ=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=êÉîÉåìÉë=áå=
åçãáå~ä=íÉêãë=Ñçê=íÜêÉÉ=ëíê~áÖÜí=óÉ~êëK=få=êÉ~ä=íÉêãëI=íÜÉ=äçëë=ï~ë=ÜáÖÜÉêK=_ìÇÖÉí=
ÇÉÑáÅáíë=~åÇ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=å~íáçå~ä=ÇÉÄí=~êÉ=íÜÉ=êÉëìäíK=^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉêÉ=ïÉêÉ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉë=áå=
ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ëìééçêí=áå=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=íïç=óÉ~êë=çÑ=áãéäÉãÉåí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉ=kç=`ÜáäÇ=iÉÑí=
_ÉÜáåÇ=^ÅíI=íÜÉ=çîÉê~ää=ÄìÇÖÉí=ëáíì~íáçå=ãÉ~åë=íÜ~í=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=ÑìåÇáåÖ=Ñçê=hJNO=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=
áë=äáâÉäó=íç=ÄÉÅçãÉ=ëÅ~êÅÉê=áå=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉ=~ÜÉ~ÇK==
=
^äíÜçìÖÜ=íÜÉêÉ=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=~å=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=êÉîÉåìÉ=ÅçääÉÅíáçåë=áå=íÜÉ=é~ëí=óÉ~êI=
íÜáë=ÇçÉë=åçí=ãÉ~å=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ÄìÇÖÉí=ÇÉÑáÅáí=áë=ìåÇÉê=ÅçåíêçäK=^ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=íÜÉ=lÑÑáÅÉ=çÑ=
j~å~ÖÉãÉåí=~åÇ=_ìÇÖÉíI=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=êÉîÉåìÉë=áå=OMMR=~êÉ=AVN=Äáääáçå=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=äÉîÉä=~í=
ïÜáÅÜ=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=éêçàÉÅíÉÇ=íç=ÄÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=Éå~ÅíãÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=OMMN=í~ñ=ÅìíëKNN=qÜÉ=
éçíÉåíá~ä=Ñçê=ÑìêíÜÉê=í~ñ=ÅÜ~åÖÉëI=é~êíáÅìä~êäó=~ë=íÜÉ=~äíÉêå~íáîÉ=ãáåáãìã=í~ñ=ÄÉÖáåë=íç=
~ÑÑÉÅí=ãçêÉ=ãáÇÇäÉJáåÅçãÉ=Ñ~ãáäáÉëI=ãÉ~åë=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=ïáää=ÄÉ=ÉîÉå=ãçêÉ=éêÉëëìêÉ=çå=
ÑÉÇÉê~ä=êÉîÉåìÉë=áå=íÜÉ=Ç~óë=~ÜÉ~ÇK==

State Finances 
pí~êíáåÖ=áå=ëìããÉê=OMMNI=ëí~íÉë=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=~=éÉêáçÇ=çÑ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=ãçêÉ=ëÉîÉêÉ=íÜ~å=
~åó=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÇ=ëáåÅÉ=tçêäÇ=t~ê=ffK=få=íÜÉ=OMMP=ÑáëÅ~ä=óÉ~êI=ëí~íÉ=äÉÖáëä~íáîÉ=~ÖÉåÅáÉë=
êÉéçêíÉÇ=Ü~îáåÖ=íç=ÅäçëÉ=ÄìÇÖÉí=Ö~éë=çÑ=ATV=ÄáääáçåK=få=OMMQI=íÜÉó=Ñ~ÅÉÇ=Ö~éë=çÑ=AUQ=
ÄáääáçåKNO=dáîÉå=íÜ~í=áå=OMMPI=ëí~íÉ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåíë=Ü~Ç=ÖÉåÉê~ä=ÉñéÉåÇáíìêÉë=çÑ=ANKNS=
íêáääáçåI=ëí~íÉë=Ü~Ç=íç=ÅäçëÉ=ÄìÇÖÉí=Ö~éë=çÑ=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=T=éÉêÅÉåíK=^Äçìí=PR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=
ëí~íÉ=ëéÉåÇáåÖ=áë=çå=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=~í=~ää=äÉîÉäëI=~åÇ=ëí~íÉ=êÉîÉåìÉë=~ÅÅçìåí=Ñçê=QU=éÉêÅÉåí=
çÑ=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅí=ëéÉåÇáåÖK=pçI=íÜÉ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=Ü~Ç=ëÉêáçìë=~åÇ=ÇáêÉÅí=ÅçåëÉèìÉåÅÉë=
Ñçê=hJNO=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ÑìåÇáåÖKNP==
=

=======================================================
NM=k~íáçå~ä=`ÉåíÉê=Ñçê=bÇìÅ~íáçå=pí~íáëíáÅëK=OMMRK=oÉîÉåìÉë=~åÇ=bñéÉåÇáíìêÉë=Ñçê=mìÄäáÅ=bäÉãÉåí~êó=~åÇ=
pÉÅçåÇ~êó=bÇìÅ~íáçåW=pÅÜççä=vÉ~ê=OMMOÓMPK=ÜííéWLLåÅÉëKÉÇKÖçîLÅÅÇLéìÄëLåéÉÑëMPLÑáåÇáåÖëK~ëéK=
NN=eçêåÉóI=g~ãÉë=~åÇ=oáÅÜ~êÇ=`çÖ~åK=OMMRK=lj_Dp=jáÇJpÉëëáçå=oÉîáÉïW=açÉë=^å=fåÅêÉ~ëÉ=få=oÉîÉåìÉë=
qÜáë=vÉ~ê=oÉ~ääó=jÉ~å=cìíìêÉ=aÉÑáÅáíë=^êÉ=råÇÉê=`çåíêçä\=`ÉåíÉê=çå=_ìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=mçäáÅó=mêáçêáíáÉëK=
ÜííéWLLïïïK=ÅÄééKçêÖLTJNPJMRÄìÇKÜíãK=
NO=k~íáçå~ä=`çåÑÉêÉåÅÉ=çÑ=pí~íÉ=iÉÖáëä~íìêÉëK=OMMQK=pí~íÉ=_ìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=q~ñ=^ÅíáçåëK==
NP=rKpK=`Éåëìë=_ìêÉ~ìK=pí~íÉ=dçîÉêåãÉåí=cáå~åÅÉëI=OMMPK=ÜííéWLLïïïK=
ÅÉåëìëKÖçîLÖçîëLïïïLëí~íÉMPKÜíãäK=kçíÉ=íÜ~í=OMMP=áë=íÜÉ=ãçëí=êÉÅÉåí=Ç~í~=~î~áä~ÄäÉK==
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^åÇ=íÜÉ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=ï~ë=áåÇÉÉÇ=ïçêëÉ=íÜ~å=éêÉîáçìë=çåÉëK=qÜÉ=oçÅâÉÑÉääÉê=fåëíáíìíÉ=
Ü~ë=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íÜÉ=OMMN=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=íç=íÜÉ=NVVN=ÑáëÅ~ä=Ççïåíìêå=Äó=íê~ÅâáåÖ=êÉîÉåìÉ=
Ñêçã=íÜÉ=éÉ~â=ÄÉÑçêÉ=íÜÉ=ëí~êí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅêáëáëKNQ=oÉ~ä=éÉê=Å~éáí~=í~ñ=êÉîÉåìÉ=áå=NVVN=~åÇ=
OMMN=ÑÉää=Äó=~Äçìí=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=éÉêÅÉåíK=_ìí=Äó=NVVOI=ëí~íÉ=êÉîÉåìÉë=Ü~Ç=êÉíìêåÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=
ëí~íìë=èìçK=få=OMMOI=êÉîÉåìÉë=ÅçåíáåìÉÇ=íç=Ñ~ääK=^åÇ=áå=OMMRI=êÉ~ä=éÉê=Å~éáí~=í~ñ=êÉîÉåìÉ=
Ü~ë=óÉí=íç=êÉíìêå=íç=íÜÉ=äÉîÉä=áí=ï~ë=ÄÉÑçêÉ=íÜÉ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=ÄÉÖ~åK=
=
_ìí=íÜÉ=ÑáëÅ~ä=Åêáëáë=çåäó=Éñéä~áåë=ä~ÅâäìëíÉê=Ö~áåë=áå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=áå=íÜÉ=óÉ~êë=ëáåÅÉ=
OMMNK=aìêáåÖ=íÜÉ=Äççã=óÉ~êë=çÑ=íÜÉ=ä~íÉ=NVVMëI=ïÜÉå=ëí~íÉ=êÉîÉåìÉë=ïÉêÉ=ÖêçïáåÖ=~í=
ìåéêÉÅÉÇÉåíÉÇ=ê~íÉëI=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ÇáÇ=åçí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=~í=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=ê~íÉ=~ë=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåK=fåëíÉ~ÇI=ëí~íÉë=ã~ÇÉ=ä~êÖÉ=í~ñ=ÅìíëÔïÜáÅÜ=ÇáêÉÅíäó=äÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=
ÑáëÅ~ä=ÅêáëáëK=^åÇ=íÜÉ=NS=ëí~íÉë=íÜ~í=Åìí=í~ñÉë=Äó=T=éÉêÅÉåí=çê=ãçêÉ=ÇìêáåÖ=íÜáë=éÉêáçÇ=
êÉéçêí=íÜÉ=ä~êÖÉëí=ÄìÇÖÉí=ÇÉÑáÅáíëK=NR==

Figure 6: Changes in Real Per Capita State Taxes During 1991 and 2001 Fiscal Crises 
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=

NQ=_çóÇI=açå~äÇK=OMMRK=“pí~íÉ=_ìÇÖÉíëW=oÉÅÉåí=qêÉåÇë=~åÇ=lìíäççâKÒ=få=qÜÉ=_ççâ=çÑ=íÜÉ=pí~íÉëK=OMMRK=
`çìåÅáä=çå=pí~íÉ=dçîÉêåãÉåíK==
NR=w~Üê~ÇåáâI=oçÄÉêíK=OMMRK=q~ñ=`ìíë=~åÇ=`çåëÉèìÉåÅÉëW=qÜÉ=pí~íÉë=qÜ~í=`ìí=q~ñÉë=íÜÉ=jçëí=aìêáåÖ=íÜÉ
NVVMë=e~îÉ=pìÑÑÉêÉÇ=i~íÉäóK=`ÉåíÉê=çå=_ìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=mçäáÅó=mêáçêáíáÉëK=ÜííéWLLïïïK=ÅÄééKçêÖLNJNOJ
MRëÑéKÜíãK=
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Overview 

Source: Boyd, Donald. “State Budgets: Recent Trends and Outlook.” In The Book of the States. 2005. Council on 
State Government.=
=
qÜÉ=`ÉåíÉê=çå=_ìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=mçäáÅó=mêáçêáíáÉë=êÉÅÉåíäó=Éñ~ãáåÉÇ=ëí~íÉ=ÑáëÅ~ä=ëóëíÉãë=~åÇ=
ÑçìåÇ=íÜ~í=áå=íÜÉ=ã~àçêáíó=çÑ=Å~ëÉëI=ëí~íÉ=êÉîÉåìÉ=ëóëíÉãë=Ñ~ÅÉÇ=ëíêìÅíìê~ä=ÇÉÑáÅáíëKNS=
qÜáë=ãÉ~åë=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=åçí=Å~äáÄê~íÉÇ=íç=ëí~íÉ=ëéÉåÇáåÖ=åÉÉÇë=~åÇ=ÅçìäÇ=åçí=ÄÉ=
ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=~=Ä~ä~åÅÉÇ=ÄìÇÖÉíK=cçê=Éñ~ãéäÉI=kÉï=vçêâ=ëí~íÉÛë=aáîáëáçå=çÑ=
_ìÇÖÉí=éêçàÉÅíë=íÜ~í=áå=àìëí=~=ÑÉï=óÉ~êë=íÜÉ=ÅìêêÉåí=êÉîÉåìÉ=ëóëíÉã=ïáää=çåäó=ÄÉ=~ÄäÉ=íç=
éêçîáÇÉ=UT=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÑìåÇë=åÉÉÇÉÇ=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=ëÉêîáÅÉëK==
=

Table 3: State Tax Cuts Since 1995 

=
Fiscal Year Value of Tax Cuts ($ billions) 

2000 $7.3  

1999 $7.1  

1998 $7.1  

1997 $2.6  

1996 $4.0  

Source. National Conference of State Legislatures, 2000.  
=
qÜÉ=ÅÉåíÉê=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=NM=ÅÜ~ê~ÅíÉêáëíáÅë=çÑ=~=Ñáå~åÅÉ=ëóëíÉã=íÜ~í=ÅçìäÇ=äÉ~Ç=íç=ëìÅÜ=
ëíêìÅíìê~ä=ÇÉÑáÅáíëK=^ãçåÖ=íÜÉ=ëçêÉ=íÜìãÄë=~êÉ=~å=çîÉêêÉäá~åÅÉ=çå=í~ñÉë=íÜ~í=Öêçï=~í=~=
ëäçïÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãóI=í~ñ=ëóëíÉãë=íÜ~í=Çç=åçí=Å~éíìêÉ=íÜÉ=ê~éáÇ=ÖêçïíÜ=áå=
ïÉ~äíÜ=~í=íÜÉ=ìééÉêJáåÅçãÉ=äÉîÉäë=~åÇ=Åçêéçê~íÉ=í~ñ=äççéÜçäÉëK=q~ñ=éçäáÅáÉë=íÜ~í=Å~é=
êÉîÉåìÉ=ÖêçïíÜ=~í=~=äçïÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=Åçëí=çÑ=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=ëÉêîáÅÉë=~êÉ=
~åçíÜÉê=Ñ~ÅíçêK=`çäçê~ÇçÛë=q~ñé~óÉê=_áää=çÑ=oáÖÜíë=~åÇ=`~äáÑçêåá~Ûë=mêçéçëáíáçå=NP=~êÉ=
Éñ~ãéäÉë=çÑ=ëìÅÜ=éçäáÅáÉëK=qïÉåíóJëÉîÉå=ëí~íÉë=Ü~Ç=~í=äÉ~ëí=ëÉîÉå=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÅÜ~ê~ÅíÉêáëíáÅë=
áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=`ÉåíÉê=áå=íÜÉáê=Ñáå~åÅÉ=ëóëíÉãK==
=
oÉÅÉåí=êÉéçêíë=Ñçê=ëí~íÉ=êÉîÉåìÉë=~êÉ=ÉåÅçìê~ÖáåÖK=få=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=èì~êíÉê=çÑ=OMMRI=
êÉîÉåìÉë=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=Äó=NN=éÉêÅÉåíKNT=_ìí=~åóçåÉ=ÅçåÅÉêåÉÇ=ïáíÜ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=
ëÜçìäÇ=í~âÉ=ÜÉÉÇ=ÄçíÜ=çÑ=ïÜ~í=Ü~ééÉåÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=éÉêáçÇ=çÑ=ÄççãáåÖ=êÉîÉåìÉë=~åÇ=
çÑ=íÜÉ=ìåÇÉêäóáåÖ=ïÉ~âåÉëëÉë=áå=ëí~íÉ=~åÇ=ÑÉÇÉê~ä=Ñáå~åÅÉK=
=

=======================================================
=NS=i~îI=fêáëI=bäáò~ÄÉíÜ=jÅkáÅÜçä=~åÇ=oçÄÉêí=w~Üê~ÇåáâK=OMMRK=c~ìäíó=cçìåÇ~íáçåëW=pí~íÉ=píêìÅíìê~ä=_ìÇÖÉí

mêçÄäÉãë=~åÇ=eçï=íç=cáñ=qÜÉãK=`ÉåíÉê=çå=_ìÇÖÉí=~åÇ=mçäáÅó=mêáçêáíáÉëK=ÜííéWLLïïïK=ÅÄééKçêÖLRJNTJ
MRëÑéKéÇÑK=
NT=gÉååóI=káÅÜçä~ëK=OMMRK=“OMMR=léÉåë=táíÜ=píêçåÖ=pí~íÉ=oÉîÉåìÉ=dêçïíÜKÒ=gìåÉ=NQI=OMMRI=poo=@SMK=
oçÅâÉÑÉääÉê=fåëíáíìíÉ=Ñçê=cáëÅ~ä=píìÇáÉëK=ÜííéWLLêÑëKêçÅâáåëíKçêÖLÉñÜáÄáíLVMNTLcìääBOMqÉñíLoo|SMKéÇÑK=
=
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Appendix I. Data on National Trends in Teacher Salaries  

Highlights 

• få=OMMPJMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=OKO=éÉêÅÉåíI=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=~å=
áåÑä~íáçå=ê~íÉ=çÑ=OKT=éÉêÅÉåíK=qÜáë=áë=íÜÉ=ÑáÑíÜ=óÉ~ê=áå=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=OM=óÉ~êë=~åÇ=íÜÉ=NPíÜ=
óÉ~ê=áå=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=QM=íÜ~í=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ÇáÇ=åçí=âÉÉé=é~ÅÉ=ïáíÜ=áåÑä~íáçåK== =
pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJNK=

=
• ^ÑíÉê=~ÇàìëíáåÖ=Ñçê=áåÑä~íáçåI=íÜÉ=OMMPJMQ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=çÑ=AQSIRVT=áë=

ANMIMMM=~ÄçîÉ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=NVSPJSQ=ë~ä~êó=çÑ=APSIRPNI=çîÉê=íÜ~í=ëé~åK=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ü~îÉ=
Ö~áåÉÇ=AORO=~=óÉ~ê=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉK=_ìí=ëáåÅÉ=NVVPJVQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êó=áë=ìé=àìëí=
ANIMNNI=~=êÉ~ä=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=çåäó=ANMN=éÉê=óÉ~êK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJNK=

=
• páåÅÉ=NVUUI=íÜÉêÉ=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=çåäó=çåÉ=óÉ~êI=OMMNJMOI=ïÜÉå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ü~îÉ=

çìíé~ÅÉÇ=áåÑä~íáçå=Äó=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=N=éÉêÅÉåíK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJNK==
=
• qÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ü~îÉ=åçí=âÉéí=é~ÅÉ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=ÖêçïíÜ=áå=éÉê=Å~éáí~=Öêçëë=ÇçãÉëíáÅ=

éêçÇìÅíK=få=NVSQI=íÜÉ=ê~íáç=ëíççÇ=~í=NKTPK=qÜáë=ãÉ~åë=íÜ~í=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=TP=
éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=éÉê=Å~éáí~=damK=få=OMMQI=íÜÉó=ïÉêÉ=NT=éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉêK=pÉÉ=
q~ÄäÉ=fJNK=

=
• få=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êó=Ñçê=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=

ïçêâÉêë=Ñçê=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=íáãÉ=ëáåÅÉ=NVUOK=qÉå=óÉ~êë=~ÖçI=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=É~êåÉÇ=T=éÉêÅÉåí=ãçêÉ=
íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=Ñçê=ÖçîÉêåãÉåí=ïçêâÉêëK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJOK=

=
• qÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=áå=OMMPJMQ=Ü~Ç=~å=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=NQKU=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉK=qÜáë=áë=

íÜÉ=äçïÉëí=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=ëáåÅÉ=NVUUK=få=íÜÉ=É~êäó=NVVMëI=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=~îÉê~ÖÉÇ=
~Äçìí=NRKR=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉK=qÜÉ=î~äìÉ=çÑ=çåÉ=óÉ~ê=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áë=ANIMMSK=qÜÉ=
êÉ~ä=î~äìÉ=Ñçê=~=óÉ~ê=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=Ü~ë=êÉã~áåÉÇ=ÉëëÉåíá~ääó=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=ä~ëí=
NM=óÉ~êëI=ÇÉÅäáåáåÖ=Ñêçã=ANIMPN=íç=ANIMMSK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJP=~åÇ=qÉÅÜåáÅ~ä=kçíÉë=ÄÉäçïK=

=
• p~ä~êáÉë=áå=çíÜÉê=ïÜáíÉJÅçää~ê=çÅÅìé~íáçåë=êÉã~áå=ÜáÖÜ=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=ë~ä~êáÉë=çÑ=

íÉ~ÅÜÉêëÔê~åÖáåÖ=Ñêçã=íïáÅÉ=~ë=ãìÅÜ=Ñçê=~=Ñìää=éêçÑÉëëçê=~í=~=éìÄäáÅ=ÇçÅíçê~äJ
Öê~åíáåÖ=ìåáîÉêëáíó=íç=T=éÉêÅÉåí=ãçêÉ=Ñçê=~å=~ëëáëí~åí=éêçÑÉëëçê=~í=~=éìÄäáÅ=
ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉ=ìåáîÉêëáíóK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJQK==

=
• páåÅÉ=NVVQI=êÉ~ä=ë~ä~êáÉë=Ñçê=çíÜÉê=ïÜáíÉJÅçää~ê=éêçÑÉëëáçå~äë=Ü~îÉ=êáëÉå=~í=~=ÖêÉ~íÉê=

ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=Ñçê=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK=qÜÉ=ä~êÖÉëí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áë=Ñçê=Ñìää=éêçÑÉëëçêë=~í=NQ=éÉêÅÉåíK=qÜÉ=
ëã~ääÉëí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=~=Åçãé~ê~ÄäÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=ï~ë=~ëëáëí~åí=éêçÑÉëëçê=~í=~=
ÅçãéêÉÜÉåëáîÉ=éìÄäáÅ=ìåáîÉêëáíóI=ïÜáÅÜ=Ö~áåÉÇ=OQ=éÉêÅÉåíK=qÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Ö~áåÉÇ=O=
éÉêÅÉåíK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJQK=
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Technical Notes  

qêÉåÇë=áå=qÉ~ÅÜÉê=p~ä~êáÉë=^ÇàìëíÉÇ=Ñçê=tçêâ=bñéÉêáÉåÅÉK=jçêÉ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=
áë=êÉä~íÉÇ=íç=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉëK=få=OMMPJMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=Ü~Ç=~å=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=
NQKU=óÉ~êë=çÑ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉÔÇçïå=ëäáÖÜíäó=Ñêçã=éêÉîáçìë=óÉ~êëK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fJPK=tÉ=
Éëíáã~íÉ=~å=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=éêÉãáìã=Äó=Ñáêëí=~ëëìãáåÖ=íÜ~í=áí=í~âÉë=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=
óÉ~êë=çÑ=ëÉêîáÅÉ=íç=êÉ~ÅÜ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êóK=tÉ=íÜÉå=í~âÉ=íÜÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=íÜÉ=
ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=~åÇ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=~åÇ=ÇáîáÇÉ=Äó=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
óÉ~êë=çÑ=ëÉêîáÅÉK=qÜáë=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=éêÉãáìã=ï~ë=ANIMMS=áå=OMMQK=qÜÉ=
ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=~ÇàìëíãÉåíë=Ñçê=ë~ä~êáÉë=áå=çíÜÉê=óÉ~êë=~êÉ=ã~ÇÉ=Äó=ÖÉåÉê~íáåÖ=íÜÉ=
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=áå=ÉñéÉêáÉåÅÉ=áå=~=ÖáîÉå=óÉ~ê=~åÇ=OMMQ=~åÇ=ãìäíáéäóáåÖ=íÜ~í=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉ=Äó=
ANIMMSK==
=
^îÉê~ÖÉ=qÉ~ÅÜÉê=p~ä~êáÉë=`çãé~êÉÇ=íç=pÉäÉÅíÉÇ=tÜáíÉJ`çää~ê=lÅÅìé~íáçåëK=qÜÉ=àçÄ=
Å~íÉÖçêáÉë=ëÜçïå=áå=íÜÉ=í~ÄäÉë=áå=íÜáë=ëÉÅíáçå=EÉKÖKI=~ÅÅçìåí~åí=çê=ÉåÖáåÉÉêF=ÇÉëÅêáÄÉ=
~å=~ÅÅçìåí~åí=çê=ÉåÖáåÉÉê=ïÜç=Ü~Ç=É~êåáåÖë=áå=íÜÉ=ãáÇÇäÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=áåÅçãÉ=ÇáëíêáÄìíáçå=
Ñçê=~ää=~ÅÅçìåí~åíë=çê=ÉåÖáåÉÉêëK=qÜÉ=ë~ä~êó=ÑáÖìêÉë=áå=q~ÄäÉ=fJQ=~êÉ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=çÑ=~ää=
éÉçéäÉ=áå=íÜÉ=é~êíáÅìä~ê=àçÄ=íóéÉ=~åÇ=Åä~ëëáÑáÅ~íáçåK=pçãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅäáåÉ=áå=É~êåáåÖë=áå=
çíÜÉê=çÅÅìé~íáçåë=ÇìêáåÖ=íÜÉ=NVUMë=êÉä~íáîÉ=íç=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=Å~å=ÄÉ=íê~ÅÉÇ=íç=ÅÜ~åÖÉë=áå=íÜÉ=
ë~ãéäÉ=ÇÉëáÖå=áå=NVUS=~åÇ=NVUVI=ïÜáÅÜ=áåÅçêéçê~íÉÇ=ëã~ääÉê=Ñáêãë=áåíç=íÜÉ=ë~ãéäÉK=
pã~ää=Ñáêãë=é~ó=äçïÉê=ï~ÖÉë=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉK=råíáä=NVVSI=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=~ÅÅçìåí~åíëI=
ÄìóÉêëI=~ííçêåÉóë=~åÇ=ÉåÖáåÉÉêë=Å~ãÉ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=rKpK=aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=i~ÄçêI=k~íáçå~ä=
pìêîÉó=çÑ=mêçÑÉëëáçå~äI=^Çãáåáëíê~íáîÉI=qÉÅÜåáÅ~ä=~åÇ=`äÉêáÅ~ä=m~óI=î~êáçìë=ÉÇáíáçåëK=få=
É~ÅÜ=àçÄ=Å~íÉÖçêóI=íÜÉ=ãáÇÇäÉ=ê~åâ=áë=ìëÉÇK=cçê=ëìÄëÉèìÉåí=óÉ~êëI=íÜÉëÉ=íáãÉ=ëÉêáÉë=
Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÉå=ìéÇ~íÉÇ=ìëáåÖ=Ç~í~=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=`çãéÉåë~íáçå=pìêîÉó=ErKpK=
aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=i~ÄçêI=_ìêÉ~ì=çÑ=i~Äçê=pí~íáëíáÅëFK=qÜÉ=äÉîÉä=çÑ=íÜÉ=àçÄ=Ü~ë=ÄÉÉå=ÅÜçëÉå=
íç=~ééêçñáã~íÉ=íÜÉ=äÉîÉä=çÑ=íÜÉ=àçÄ=~ë=ìëÉÇ=áå=íÜÉ=pìêîÉó=çÑ=mêçÑÉëëáçå~äI=
^Çãáåáëíê~íáîÉI=qÉÅÜåáÅ~ä=~åÇ=`äÉêáÅ~ä=m~óK=pí~êíáåÖ=áå=NVVTI=íÜÉ=àçÄ=Åä~ëëáÑáÅ~íáçåë=
ìëÉÇ=~êÉ=^ÅÅçìåí~åí=VI=^ííçêåÉó=NNI=_ìóÉê=VI=`çãéìíÉê=póëíÉãë=^å~äóëí=NM=~åÇ=
båÖáåÉÉê=NNK=a~í~=Ñêçã=OMMQ=~êÉ=Éëíáã~íÉÇ=Äó=~ééäóáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÑçìêíÜJèì~êíÉê=NOJãçåíÜ=
ÅÜ~åÖÉ=áå=íÜÉ=bãéäçóãÉåí=`çëí=fåÇÉñ=Ñçê=t~ÖÉëI=Ñêçã=OMMP=íç=OMMQK=kçíÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=
ÅÜ~åÖÉ=áå=Ç~í~=ëçìêÅÉ=ÇçÉë=åçí=~ééÉ~ê=íç=Éñéä~áå=íÜÉ=Ñ~áäìêÉ=çÑ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=íç=âÉÉé=
é~ÅÉK=cêçã=NVVT=íç=OMMQI=êÉ~ä=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=ÖêÉï=~í=~=ëäçïÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçå=Ñçê=
íÜÉëÉ=çíÜÉê=éêçÑÉëëáçåëK=
=
=
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Data on National Trends in Teacher Salaries 

American Federation of Teachers, AFL-CIO  

Table I-1: Trends in Teacher Salaries 
Compared to Inflation and Gross Domestic Product Per Capita 

Teacher
Salary To
Per Capita

Salary Change CPI Change Salary Change GDP Change GDP Ratio

2004 46,597$    2.2% 188.9 2.7% 46,597$   -0.4% 39,921 5.6% 1.17          
2003 45,578 2.7% 184.0 2.3% 46,792 0.4% 37,805 3.9% 1.24          
2002 44,367 2.7% 179.9 1.6% 46,587 1.1% 36,386 2.5% 1.22          
2001 43,187 3.5% 177.1 2.8% 46,064 0.6% 35,491 2.1% 1.22          
2000 41,731 3.1% 172.2 3.4% 45,778 -0.2% 34,759 4.8% 1.20          
1999 40,475 2.8% 166.6 2.2% 45,893 0.6% 33,181 4.8% 1.22           
1998 39,360 2.5% 163.0 1.6% 45,614 0.9% 31,674 4.1% 1.24           
1997 38,415 2.3% 160.5 2.3% 45,212 0.0% 30,424 5.0% 1.26           
1996 37,564 2.2% 156.9 3.0% 45,225 -0.8% 28,982 4.4% 1.30           
1995 36,766 2.8% 152.4 2.8% 45,572 0.0% 27,749 3.4% 1.32           
1994 35,764 2.2% 148.2 2.6% 45,586 -0.4% 26,844 4.9% 1.33           
1993 35,004 3.2% 144.5 3.0% 45,760 0.2% 25,578 3.7% 1.37           
1992 33,927 2.9% 140.3 3.0% 45,679 -0.1% 24,668 4.3% 1.38           
1991 32,960 5.1% 136.2 4.2% 45,713 0.9% 23,650 2.0% 1.39           
1990 31,347 5.8% 130.7 5.4% 45,306 0.4% 23,195 4.6% 1.35           
1989 29,636 5.6% 124.0 4.8% 45,147 0.7% 22,169 6.4% 1.34           
1988 28,071 5.5% 118.3 4.1% 44,823 1.3% 20,827 6.7% 1.35           
1987 26,615 5.4% 113.6 3.6% 44,257 1.7% 19,517 5.3% 1.36           
1986 25,260 7.2% 109.6 1.9% 43,537 5.2% 18,542 4.8% 1.36           
1985 23,572 7.3% 107.6 3.6% 41,382 3.6% 17,695 6.4% 1.33           
1984 21,974 6.9% 103.9 4.3% 39,951 2.5% 16,638 10.2% 1.32           
1983 20,547 8.5% 99.6 3.2% 38,969 5.1% 15,092 7.7% 1.36           
1982 18,945 9.1% 96.5 6.2% 37,085 2.8% 14,017 3.1% 1.35           
1981 17,364 7.9% 90.9 10.3% 36,084 -2.2% 13,601 11.0% 1.28           
1980 16,100 7.5% 82.4 13.5% 36,909 -5.2% 12,249 7.6% 1.31           
1979 14,970 5.4% 72.6 11.3% 38,951 -5.4% 11,387 10.5% 1.31           
1978 14,207 6.4% 65.2 7.6% 41,161 -1.1% 10,307 11.8% 1.38           
1977 13,352 6.0% 60.6 6.5% 41,620 -0.4% 9,219 10.2% 1.45           
1976 12,591 7.7% 56.9 5.8% 41,800 1.8% 8,369 10.3% 1.50           
1975 11,690 8.5% 53.8 9.1% 41,045 -0.6% 7,586 8.2% 1.54           
1974 10,778 5.9% 49.3 11.0% 41,297 -4.6% 7,013 7.5% 1.54           
1973 10,176 4.9% 44.4 6.2% 43,294 -1.3% 6,524 10.6% 1.56           
1972 9,705 4.7% 41.8 3.2% 43,858 1.4% 5,899 8.7% 1.65           
1971 9,269 7.3% 40.5 4.4% 43,232 2.8% 5,427 7.2% 1.71           
1970 8,635 8.6% 38.8 5.7% 42,040 2.7% 5,064 4.3% 1.71           
1969 7,952 7.1% 36.7 5.5% 40,930 1.6% 4,857 7.1% 1.64           
1968 7,423 8.7% 34.8 4.2% 40,293 4.3% 4,533 8.2% 1.64           
1967 6,830 5.3% 33.4 3.1% 38,628 2.2% 4,189 4.5% 1.63           
1966 6,485 4.7% 32.4 2.9% 37,809 1.8% 4,007 8.3% 1.62           
1965 6,195 3.3% 31.5 1.6% 37,150 1.7% 3,700 7.0% 1.67           
1964 5,995 4.6% 31.0 1.3% 36,531 3.2% 3,458 6.0% 1.73           
1963 5,732 3.9% 30.6 1.3% 35,385 2.6% 3,263 4.0% 1.76           
1962 5,515 4.5% 30.2 1.0% 34,496 3.5% 3,139 5.9% 1.76           
1961 5,275 5.6% 29.9 1.0% 33,326 4.5% 2,965 1.8% 1.78           
1960 4,995 4.1% 29.6 1.7% 31,877 2.4% 2,912 n/a 1.72           
1959 4,797 4.9% 29.1 0.7% 31,139 4.2% n/a n/a n/a
1958 4,571 7.8% 28.9 2.8% 29,878 4.8% n/a n/a n/a
1957 4,239 4.5% 28.1 3.3% 28,496 1.2% n/a n/a n/a
1956 4,055 n/a 27.2 n/a 28,161 n/a n/a n/a n/a

Per-CapitaAverage
Teacher Salary
(2004 Dollars)

Gross Domestic
ProductTeacher Salary Price Index

Consumer

Sources:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics, Colonial Times to 1970, series D739-764 and D893-904. 
National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, various issues (used to estimate teacher 
salaries prior to the 1977-78 school year). Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Indexes,  
http://stats.bls.gov/cpihome.htm. Bureau of Economic Analysis, GDP and Related Data, www.bea.doc.gov/. 
American Federation of Teachers annual survey of state departments of education. 

Average
=
=

=
=
=
=
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Table I-2: Trends in Teacher Salaries 
Compared to the Average Annual Earnings of All Workers and of All Government Workers 

= Ratio of TeacherMean Annual Earnings (2004 Dollars)

18

CPI All Government 
Change  Avg. Salary Change Earnings Change Earnings Change Workers   Workers

2004 2.7% 46,597$    -0.4% 43,693$   * 2.4% 47,283$   * 2.1% 1.07 0.99
2003 2.3% 46,792 0.4% 42,669     0.7% 46,311     1.0% 1.10 1.01
2002 1.6% 46,587 1.1% 42,378     0.2% 45,869     2.1% 1.10 1.02
2001 2.8% 46,064 0.6% 42,310 -0.7% 44,923 0.6% 1.09 1.03
2000 3.4% 45,778 -0.2% 42,613 2.3% 44,664 1.3% 1.07 1.02
1999 2.2% 45,893 0.6% 41,674 2.2% 44,103 1.5% 1.10 1.04
1998 1.6% 45,614 0.9% 40,794 3.5% 43,434 1.8% 1.12 1.05
1997 2.3% 45,212 0.0% 39,416 2.0% 42,657 0.7% 1.15 1.06
1996 3.0% 45,225 -0.8% 38,631 0.4% 42,366 0.0% 1.17 1.07
1995 2.5% 45,572 0.0% 38,467 0.0% 42,362 -0.2% 1.18 1.08
1994 2.7% 45,586 -0.4% 38,464 -0.1% 42,467 0.7% 1.19 1.07
1993 2.7% 45,760 0.2% 38,491 -0.3% 42,176 0.4% 1.19 1.08
1992 2.9% 45,679 -0.1% 38,604 1.9% 42,012 1.5% 1.18 1.09
1991 3.1% 45,713 0.9% 37,899 -0.2% 41,382 1.1% 1.21 1.10
1990 6.1% 45,306 0.4% 37,956 -0.5% 40,945 0.5% 1.19 1.11
1989 4.6% 45,147 0.7% 38,133 -1.6% 40,750 -0.8% 1.18 1.11
1988 4.4% 44,823 1.3% 38,765 0.8% 41,065 0.2% 1.16 1.09
1987 4.4% 44,257 1.7% 38,465 0.7% 40,987 1.0% 1.15 1.08
1986 1.1% 43,537 5.2% 38,206 2.2% 40,567 2.2% 1.14 1.07
1985 3.8% 41,382 3.6% 37,389 1.1% 39,708 1.5% 1.11 1.04
1984 4.1% 39,951 2.5% 36,982 0.4% 39,122 1.4% 1.08 1.02
1983 3.7% 38,969 5.1% 36,820 1.8% 38,571 3.1% 1.06 1.01
1982 3.8% 37,085 2.8% 36,185 1.0% 37,425 1.3% 1.02 0.99
1981 8.9% 36,084 -2.2% 35,839 -1.0% 36,942 -0.1% 1.01 0.98
1980 12.5% 36,909 -5.2% 36,205 -3.3% 36,994 -3.7% 1.02 1.00
1979 13.3% 38,951 -5.4% 37,424 -2.6% 38,422 -4.0% 1.04 1.01
1978 9.0% 41,161 -1.1% 38,435 -0.3% 40,028 -1.2% 1.07 1.03
1977 6.7% 41,620 -0.4% 38,537 0.3% 40,512 -0.1% 1.08 1.03
1976 4.9% 41,800 1.8% 38,437 1.3% 40,567 0.8% 1.09 1.03
1975 6.9% 41,045 -0.6% 37,956 -1.1% 40,228 -1.4% 1.08 1.02
1974 12.3% 41,297 -4.6% 38,359 -3.3% 40,788 -4.6% 1.08 1.01
1973 8.7% 43,294 -1.3% 39,660 -0.2% 42,753 0.2% 1.09 1.01
1972 3.4% 43,858 1.4% 39,723 3.2% 42,682 5.2% 1.10 1.03
1971 3.3% 43,232 2.8% 38,484 2.1% 40,554 3.8% 1.12 1.07
1970 5.6% 42,040 2.7% 37,702 1.4% 39,057 5.2% 1.12 1.08
1969 6.2% 40,930 1.6% 37,198 1.4% 37,131 1.7% 1.10 1.10
1968 4.7% 40,293 4.3% 36,673 2.8% 36,501 4.0% 1.10 1.10
1967 3.0% 38,628 2.2% 35,687 1.0% 35,109 1.6% 1.08 1.10
1966 3.5% 37,809 1.8% 35,325 1.4% 34,563 1.0% 1.07 1.09
1965 1.9% 37,150 1.7% 34,830 1.9% 34,218 2.7% 1.07 1.09
1964 1.0% 36,531 3.2% 34,185 3.6% 33,312 3.7% 1.07 1.10
1963 1.6% 35,385 32,996 32,115 1.07 1.10

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, The National Income and Product Accounts of the United States, Tables 6.6A to 
6.6D. www.bea.gov/bea/dn/nipaweb/Index.asp. American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of 
education. 2004 compensation estimates for all workers and government workers are based on the Employment Cost Index, 
Fourth Quarter 12-month percent change for all civilian and for state and local government employees 
www.bls.gov/ncs/ect/home.htm.

* AFT estimate.

Salary to Salary of:
All WorkersTeachers Workers

Government =
=
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Table I-3: Trends in Teacher Salaries Related to Teacher Experience 

=
Difference Average Adjusted

Public K-12 From Salary Salary
Teachers Average 2004 (2002 Dollars) (2004 (2004

(Thous.) Change Experience Levels Dollars Percent Dollars) Experience)

2004 3,066 0.1% 14.8 0.0 $           0 0.0% 46,597$  46,597$     
2003 3,062 2.1% 14.9 -0.1 (101)             -0.2% 46,792 46,691

2002 2,998 1.5% 14.9 -0.1 (101)             -0.2% 46,587 46,486

2001 2,953 1.6% 15.0 -0.2 (201)             -0.4% 46,064 45,863
2000 2,907 2.9% 15.1 -0.3 (302)             -0.7% 45,778 45,476
1999 2,825 2.9% 15.2 -0.4 (403)             -0.9% 45,893 45,490
1998 2,746 3.0% 15.3 -0.5 (503)             -1.1% 45,614 45,111
1997 2,667 2.7% 15.4 -0.6 (604)             -1.3% 45,212 44,609
1996 2,598 3.8% 15.4 -0.6 (604)             -1.3% 45,225 44,621
1995 2,504 0.0% 15.5 -0.7 (704)             -1.5% 45,572 44,867
1994 2,504 1.8% 15.5 -0.7 (704)             -1.5% 45,586 44,881
1993 2,459 1.1% 15.5 -0.7 (704)             -1.5% 45,760 45,055
1992 2,432 1.4% 15.5 -0.7 (704)             -1.5% 45,679 44,975
1991 2,398 0.3% 15.4 -0.6 (604)             -1.3% 45,713 45,109
1990 2,391 1.5% 15.2 -0.4 (403)             -0.9% 45,306 44,903
1989 2,356 1.4% 15.0 -0.2 (201)             -0.4% 45,147 44,946
1988 2,323 1.9% 14.8 0.0 0 0.0% 44,823 44,823
1987 2,279 1.6% 14.7 0.1 101              0.2% 44,257 44,357
1986 2,244 1.7% 14.6 0.2 201              0.5% 43,537 43,738
1985 2,207 1.8% 14.4 0.4 403              1.0% 41,382 41,785
1984 2,168 2.2% 14.2 0.6 604              1.5% 39,951 40,555
1983 2,121 -0.2% 13.9 0.9 906              2.3% 38,969 39,875
1982 2,125 -2.7% 13.6 1.2 1,208           3.3% 37,085 38,293
1981 2,184 0.0% 13.2 1.6 1,610           4.5% 36,084 37,694
1980 2,183 -1.0% 12.2 2.6 2,616           7.1% 36,909 39,525
1979 2,206 -0.1% 11.5 3.3 3,321           8.5% 38,951 42,272
1978 2,209 1.1% 11.0 3.8 3,824           9.3% 41,161 44,985
1977 2,186 -0.5% 10.5 4.3 4,327           10.4% 41,620 45,947
1976 2,196 1.9% 10.0 4.8 4,830           11.6% 41,800 46,630
1975 2,155 1.0% 10.1 4.7 4,729           11.5% 41,045 45,775
1974 2,133 1.4% 10.3 4.5 4,528           11.0% 41,297 45,826
1973 2,103 1.9% 10.5 4.3 4,327           10.0% 43,294 47,621
1972 2,063 0.4% 10.7 4.1 4,126           9.4% 43,858 47,984
1971 2,055 2.1% 11.0 3.8 3,824           8.8% 43,232 47,056
1970 2,013 4.0% 11.2 3.6 3,623           8.6% 42,040 45,663
1969 1,935 4.3% 11.4 3.4 3,421           8.4% 40,930 44,351
1968 1,855 3.7% 11.6 3.2 3,220           8.0% 40,293 43,513
1967 1,789 4.6% 11.8 3.0 3,019           7.8% 38,628 41,647
1966 1,710 3.8% 12.0 2.8 2,818           7.5% 37,809 40,627
1965 1,648 4.4% 12.2 2.6 2,616           7.0% 37,150 39,767
1964 1,578 4.6% 12.4 2.4 2,415           6.6% 36,531 38,946
1963 1,508 3.2% 12.6 2.2 2,214           6.3% 35,385 37,599
1962 1,461 3.8% 12.8 2.0 2,013           5.8% 34,496 36,509
1961 1,408        n/a 13.0 1.8 1,811           5.4% 33,326 35,137

 Salary Effect
Experience Premium

Sources: Experience data for 1961, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996 and 2001 from National Education 
Association, Status of the American Public School Teacher, 1995-96, copyright 1997 by the NEA (All Rights Reserved). 
Data since 2001 are AFT estimates. Experience data for intervening years are interpolations. K-12 teacher count from 
U.S. Department of Education, Projection of Education Statistics to 2012, http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/projections. 
American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education.  
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Table I-4: Trends in Teacher Salaries 
Compared to the Average Annual Salaries of Selected White-Collar Occupations 
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Buyer/ Computer
Average Contract Systems Full Prof. Asst. Prof.
Teacher Accountant Specialist Attorney Analyst Engineer Public  Public
Salary III III III III IV Doctoral Comprehensive

2004 * 46,597$   56,102$      64,813$   89,989$    73,269$   78,023$   94,606$   $49,795
2003 45,578 54,787 63,294 87,880 71,552 76,194 92,387 49,086

2002 44,367 52,770 55,765 76,586 68,765 73,379 89,631 47,476
2001 43,187 48,298 53,893 81,786 63,045 72,155 84,007 45,147
2000 41,731 47,486 50,586 78,936 61,984 70,258 82,535 43,362
1999 40,475 46,093 51,022 76,544 60,486 66,728 78,830 41,940
1998 39,360 45,427 53,373 63,565 56,950 62,159 75,150 40,760
1997 38,415 43,014 50,045 58,469 54,205 60,098 72,220 40,170
1996 37,594 42,172 46,592 66,560 57,772 60,684 69,760 39,000
1995 36,766 41,444 45,500 64,948 56,784 59,748 67,560 38,360
1994 35,764 39,884 44,616 64,532 54,548 56,368 64,860 37,220
1993 35,004 38,844 43,056 68,585 54,632 55,328 63,250 36,160
1992 33,927 37,648 41,392 65,884 53,300 53,404 61,950 35,730
1991 32,960 36,919 40,344 61,568 49,993 51,315 60,450 34,460
1990 31,347 35,489 38,385 59,087 47,958 49,365 57,520 32,730
1989 29,636 34,134 37,234 57,172 45,911 47,291 54,240 30,900
1988 28,071 33,028 36,040 55,407 45,093 45,680 51,080 28,380
1987 26,615 32,074 34,818 52,158 43,592 44,360 48,740 27,520
1986 25,260 31,143 33,580 50,119 41,548 42,667 45,600 26,000
1985 23,572 30,037 31,774 47,742 39,633 40,991 42,600 24,400
1984 21,974 28,721 30,610 44,743 38,057 39,005 39,800 23,000
1983 20,547 27,346 29,033 42,271 n/a 36,726 38,200 22,000
1982 18,945 25,673 27,424 39,649 n/a 34,443 35,700 20,800
1981 17,364 23,545 25,196 36,373 n/a 31,352 32,900 19,300
1980 16,100 21,299 22,904 33,034 n/a 28,486 30,100 17,800
1979 14,970 19,468 21,200 29,644 n/a 25,989 28,200 16,600
1978 14,207 18,115 19,590 27,738 n/a 23,972 26,400 15,900
1977 13,352 16,545 18,021 25,460 n/a 22,072 25,200 15,700
1976 12,591 15,428 17,122 24,205 n/a 20,749 24,200 14,600
1975 11,690 14,458 15,995 22,558 n/a 19,443 22,700 13,900
1974 10,778 13,285 14,659 21,082 n/a 17,929 21,600 13,100
1973 10,176 12,472 13,835 19,565 n/a 17,030 20,500 12,500
1972 9,705 11,879 13,117 18,392 n/a 16,159 19,800 11,800
1971 9,269 11,383 12,585 17,509 n/a 15,535 19,200 11,400
1970 8,635 10,686 11,665 16,884 n/a 14,695 18,100 10,800
1969 7,952 10,029 10,942 15,879 n/a 13,893 17,100 10,100
1968 7,423 9,367 10,260 15,283 n/a 13,095 16,100 9,500
1967 6,830 8,879 9,819 14,419 n/a 12,424 15,000 8,600
1966 6,485 8,328 9,252 14,052 n/a 11,784 14,100 8,300
1965 6,195 8,124 n/a 13,644 n/a 11,376 13,200 7,900
1964 5,995 7,908 n/a 12,816 n/a 11,016 12,500 7,700
1963 5,732 7,668 n/a 12,300 n/a 10,728 11,800 7,500
1962 $5,515 $7,416 n/a $11,844 n/a $10,248 n/a               n/a 

* 2004 data estimated by applying fourth-quarter 12-month change in the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics' Employment 
Cost Index. 

Sources: U.S. Department of Labor, Handbook of Labor Statistics, June 1995. U.S. Department of Labor, National Survey 
of Professional, Administrative, Technical and Clerical Pay, various editions. U.S. Department of Labor, National 
Compensation Survey. American Association of University Professors, "Economic Status of the Profession," Acadamie , 
various editions. American Federation of Teachers, annual, survey of state departments of education.
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Appendix II. State Comparisons 
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Table II-1: Average Teacher Salary in 2003-04, State Rankings 

2003-04  2003-04

Rank State
Average 
Salary

 FTE* 
Teachers

Percent of 
U.S. Average

1 Connecticut $56,516 42,003 121.3%
2 California 56,444 a. 303,968 121.1%
3 New York 55,181 b. 219,335 118.4%
4 Rhode Island 54,809 c. 10,042 117.6%
5 Michigan 54,474 c. 78,734 d. 116.9%
6 Illinois 53,820 a.e. 129,964 115.5%
7 New Jersey 53,663 107,643 115.2%
8 Massachusetts 53,274 73,441 114.3%
9 Pennsylvania 52,640 119,889 113.0%

10 Alaska 51,136 7,858 109.7%
11 Delaware 51,122 6,722 109.7%
12 Maryland 50,303 73,049 108.0%
13 Oregon 47,829 26,731 102.6%
14 Ohio 47,791 114,943 102.6%
15 Georgia 45,848 103,106 98.4%
16 Indiana 45,791 59,833 98.3%
17 Hawaii 45,456 a.f. 12,954 97.6%
18 Washington 45,437 52,892 97.5%
19 Minnesota 45,010 a. 52,311 96.6%
20 Virginia 43,936 95,365 94.3%
21 Colorado 43,318 44,904 93.0%
22 Nevada 43,211 20,015 92.7%
23 North Carolina 43,211 a. 87,947 92.7%
24 Vermont 43,009 a. 8,693 92.3%
25 New Hampshire 42,689 15,110 91.6%
26 Arizona 42,324 c. 47,396 90.8%
27 Wisconsin 41,687 59,405 89.5%
28 South Carolina 41,162 45,830 88.3%
29 Florida 40,598 165,607 87.1%
30 Texas 40,476 289,481 86.9%
31 Tennessee 40,318 a. 58,577 86.5%
32 Idaho 40,111 16,374 86.1%
33 Maine 39,864 17,153 85.6%
34 Kentucky 39,831 41,053 85.5%
35 Nebraska 39,635 20,784 85.1%
36 Wyoming 39,537 6,503 84.8%
37 Arkansas 39,226 a. 31,662 84.2%
38 Utah 38,976 21,660 83.6%
39 Kansas 38,622 35,430 82.9%
40 West Virginia 38,496 20,287 82.6%
41 New Mexico 38,469 21,224 82.6%
42 Iowa 38,381 34,754 82.4%
43 Alabama 38,282 45,920 82.2%
44 Missouri 38,247 65,003 82.1%
45 Montana 37,184 10,330 79.8%
46 Louisiana 37,123 50,495 79.7%
47 Mississippi 36,217 31,611 77.7%
48 North Dakota 35,411 8,720 76.0%
49 Oklahoma 35,061 e.f. 39,218 75.2%
50 South Dakota 33,236 9,031 71.3%

U.S. Average 2003-04 $46,597

U.S. Average 2002-03 $45,578
Change in Current Dollars $1,019
Percent Change 2.2%

American Samoa $17,000 1,020
Guam 34,326 a.f. 2,093
District of Columbia 62,909 5,704
Puerto Rico 24,700 n/a
Virgin Islands n/a n/a

a. includes extra-duty pay; b. median; c. AFT estimate; d. 2002-03 data; e. includes 
employer pick-up of employee pension contributions where applicable; f. includes 
fringe benefits such as healthcare where applicable. 
Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of 
education.

* Full-time equivalent.

=
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Table II-2: Average and Beginning Teacher Salary in 2003-04 
Ranked by Average Salary Within Region 

 Average Beginning  Average Beginning
State Salary Salary State Salary Salary

NEW ENGLAND SOUTHEAST
Connecticut 56,516$       34,462$    Georgia 45,848$        35,116$        
Rhode Island 54,809$       32,902$    Virginia 43,936$        32,437$        
Massachusetts 53,274$       34,041$    North Carolina 43,211$        27,572$        
Vermont 43,009$       25,819$    South Carolina 41,162$        27,883$        
New Hampshire 42,689$       27,367$    Florida 40,598$        30,969$        
Maine 39,864$       25,901$    Tennessee 40,318$        30,449$        

Kentucky 39,831$        28,416$        

MID-ATLANTIC Arkansas 39,226$        26,129$        
New York 55,181$       36,400$    West Virginia 38,496$        26,692$        
New Jersey 53,663$       37,061$    Alabama 38,282$        30,973$        
Pennsylvania 52,640$       34,140$    Louisiana 37,123$        29,655$        
Delaware 51,122$       34,566$    Mississippi 36,217$        28,106$        
Maryland 50,303$       33,760$    

ROCKY MOUNTAINS
GREAT LAKES Colorado 43,318$        31,296$        

Michigan 54,474$       34,377$    Idaho 40,111$        25,908$        
Illinois 53,820$       35,114$    Wyoming 39,537$        28,900$        
Ohio 47,791$       28,692$    Utah 38,976$        26,130$        
Indiana 45,791$       29,784$    Montana 37,184$        24,032$        
Minnesota 45,010$       30,772$    

Wisconsin 41,687$       23,952$    FAR WEST

California 56,444$        35,135$        
PLAINS Alaska 51,136$        40,027$        

Nebraska 39,635$       28,527$    Oregon 47,829$        33,396$        
Kansas 38,622$       28,530$    Hawaii 45,456$        37,615$        
Iowa 38,381$       26,967$    Washington 45,437$        30,159$        
Missouri 38,247$       28,938$    Nevada 43,211$        27,942$        
North Dakota 35,411$       24,108$    
South Dakota 33,236$       25,504$    

SOUTHWEST
Arizona 42,324$       28,236$    
Texas 40,476$       32,741$    
New Mexico 38,469$       31,920$    
Oklahoma 35,061$       29,473$    U.S. AVERAGE 46,597$        31,704$        

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. 
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Table II-3: Trends in the Average Teacher Salary, 2000-01 to 2003-04 

2001-02 2002-03 2001-02
to to to

State 2001-02 Rank 2002-03 Rank 2003-04 Rank 2002-03 2003-04 2003-04

Connecticut 52,376$    3      53,962$    2 56,516$    1      3.0% 4.7% 7.9%
California 54,348            1      55,673            1 * 56,444             2      2.4% 1.4% 3.9%
New York 51,020            5      53,017            4 55,181 3      3.9% 4.1% 8.2%
Rhode Island 51,619            4      52,879            5 54,809 4      2.4% 3.7% 6.2%
Michigan 52,428            2      * 53,178            3 * 54,474 5      1.4% 2.4% 3.9%
Illinois 49,679            8      51,496            8 53,820 6      3.7% 4.5% 8.3%
New Jersey 50,115            7      52,243            6 * 53,663 7      4.2% 2.7% 7.1%
Massachusetts 48,732            11    51,803            7 * 53,274 8      6.3% 2.8% 9.3%
Pennsylvania 50,599            6      51,425            9 52,640 9      1.6% 2.4% 4.0%
Alaska 49,028            9      49,694            11 51,136 10    1.4% 2.9% 4.3%
Delaware 49,011            10    50,441            10 * 51,122 11    2.9% 1.4% 4.3%
Maryland 48,251            12    49,679            12 * 50,303 12    3.0% 1.3% 4.3%
Oregon 46,033            13    47,463            13 47,829 13    3.1% 0.8% 3.9%
Ohio 44,266            17    45,515            15 47,791 14    2.8% 5.0% 8.0%
Georgia 43,933            18    45,537            14 * 45,848 15    3.7% 0.7% 4.4%
Indiana 44,609            15    44,966            16 45,791 16    0.8% 1.8% 2.6%
Hawaii 44,306            16    42,768            19 45,456 17    -3.5% 6.3% 2.6%
Washington 43,470            19    44,961            17 45,437 18    3.4% 1.1% 4.5%
Minnesota 42,175            20    44,745            18 45,010 19    6.1% 0.6% 6.7%
Virginia 41,752            22    42,677            21 * 43,936 20    2.2% 3.0% 5.2%
Colorado 40,659            24    42,679            20 43,318 21    5.0% 1.5% 6.5%
Nevada 44,621            14    41,795            25 43,211 22    -6.3% 3.4% -3.2%
North Carolina 42,118            21    42,411            23 43,211 23    0.7% 1.9% 2.6%
Vermont 39,771            27    41,463            27 * 43,009 24    4.3% 3.7% 8.1%
New Hampshire 39,915            26    41,909            24 42,689 25    5.0% 1.9% 6.9%
Arizona 41,116            32    * 42,529            22 * 42,324 26    3.4% -0.5% 2.9%
Wisconsin 41,056            23    41,617            26 41,687 27    1.4% 0.2% 1.5%
South Carolina 39,923            25    40,362            28 41,162 28    1.1% 2.0% 3.1%
Florida 39,275            28    40,275            29 * 40,598 29    2.5% 0.8% 3.4%
Texas 39,230            29    39,972            30 40,476 30    1.9% 1.3% 3.2%
Tennessee 38,515            31    39,186            32 40,318 31    1.7% 2.9% 4.7%
Idaho 39,194            30    39,784            31 40,111 32    1.5% 0.8% 2.3%
Maine 37,300            37    38,518            34 39,864 33    3.3% 3.5% 6.9%
Kentucky 37,457            35    * 38,485            36 * 39,831 34    2.7% 3.5% 6.3%
Nebraska 36,236            43    37,896            40 39,635 35    4.6% 4.6% 9.4%
Wyoming 37,853            36    38,838            33 * 39,537 36    2.6% 1.8% 4.4%
Arkansas 36,026            45    37,536            42 39,226 37    4.2% 4.5% 8.9%
Utah 38,153            34    38,268            37 38,976 38    0.3% 1.9% 2.2%
Kansas 37,059            39    38,030            38 38,622 39    2.6% 1.6% 4.2%
West Virginia 36,775            40    38,497            35 38,496 40    4.7% 0.0% 4.7%
New Mexico 36,716            41    36,805            44 * 38,469 41    0.2% 4.5% 4.8%
Iowa 37,243            33    * 38,000            39 38,381 42    2.0% 1.0% 3.1%
Alabama 37,206            38    37,238            43 * 38,282 43    0.1% 2.8% 2.9%
Missouri 36,053            44    37,640            41 * 38,247 44    4.4% 1.6% 6.1%
Montana 34,379            46    35,754            46 37,184 45    4.0% 4.0% 8.2%
Louisiana 36,328            42    36,365            45 * 37,123 46    0.1% 2.1% 2.2%
Mississippi 33,295            47    35,135            47 36,217 47    5.5% 3.1% 8.8%
North Dakota 32,468            49    33,869            49 35,411 48    4.3% 4.6% 9.1%
Oklahoma 32,870            48    34,877            48 * 35,061 49    6.1% 0.5% 6.7%
South Dakota 31,383            50    32,416            50 * 33,236 50    3.3% 2.5% 5.9%

U.S. Average 44,367$   * 45,578$   46,597$    2.7% 2.2% 5.0%

American Samoa n/a n/a 17,000$    n/a n/a n/a
District of Columbia 51,796$    * 57,217$    * 62,909 10.5% 9.9% 21.5%
Guam 35,038            34,738            34,326 -0.9% -1.2% -2.0%
Puerto Rico 22,164            22,164            24,700 0.0% 11.4% 11.4%
Virgin Islands 34,764            34,764            n/a n/a n/a n/a

Average Salary

Percentage Change 

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. 

* The 2002-03 salary numbers have in some instances been revised by state education agencies and thus differ from the reporting in 
the AFT Survey and Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends 2003.
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Table II-4: Average Teacher Salaries for 1993-94 and 2003-04 
Ranked by Percent Change Since 1993-94 (not adjusted for inflation) 

Percent of Change
Rank U.S. Average from

State 1993-94 2003-04 1993-94 2003-04 1993-94 2003-04 1993-94 Rank

Georgia 29,214$     45,848$     40 15 76% 98% 56.9% 1
North Carolina 29,727           43,211       37 23 77% 93% 45.4% 2
Idaho 27,756           40,111       46 32 72% 86% 44.5% 3
Mississippi 25,153           36,217       51 47 65% 78% 44.0% 4
Louisiana 26,243           37,123       48 46 68% 80% 41.5% 5
South Carolina 29,414           41,162       39 28 76% 88% 39.9% 6
Rhode Island 39,261           54,809       11 4 102% 118% 39.6% 7
Utah 28,056           38,976       44 38 73% 84% 38.9% 8
California 40,636           56,444       8 2 106% 121% 38.9% 9
North Dakota 25,506           35,411       49 48 66% 76% 38.8% 10
Arkansas 28,312           39,226       42 37 74% 84% 38.6% 11
New Mexico 27,922           38,469       45 41 73% 83% 37.8% 12
Massachusetts 38,960           53,274       12 8 101% 114% 36.7% 13
Illinois 39,416           53,820       10 6 102% 116% 36.5% 14
Nebraska 29,564           39,635       38 35 77% 85% 34.1% 15
Alabama 28,659           38,282       41 43 74% 82% 33.6% 16
Ohio 35,912           47,791       19 14 93% 103% 33.1% 17
Arizona 31,825           42,324       27 26 83% 91% 33.0% 18
Texas 30,519           40,476       34 30 79% 87% 32.6% 19
Tennessee 30,514           40,318       35 31 79% 87% 32.1% 20
Montana 28,200           37,184       43 45 73% 80% 31.9% 21
South Dakota 25,259           33,236       50 50 66% 71% 31.6% 22
Virginia 33,472           43,936       25 20 87% 94% 31.3% 23
Maine 30,996           39,864       30 33 80% 86% 28.6% 24
Indiana 35,741           45,791       21 16 93% 98% 28.1% 25
Colorado 33,826           43,318       24 21 88% 93% 28.1% 26
Wyoming 30,954           39,537       31 36 80% 85% 27.7% 27
Maryland 39,475           50,303       9 12 102% 108% 27.4% 28
Oregon 37,589           47,829       13 13 98% 103% 27.2% 29
Florida 31,944           40,598       26 29 83% 87% 27.1% 30
Oklahoma 27,612           35,061       47 49 72% 75% 27.0% 31
Washington 35,860           45,437       20 18 93% 98% 26.7% 32
Missouri 30,324           38,247       36 44 79% 82% 26.1% 33
West Virginia 30,549           38,496       33 40 79% 83% 26.0% 34
Kentucky 31,639           39,831       29 34 82% 85% 25.9% 35
New Hampshire 34,121           42,689       23 25 89% 92% 25.1% 36
Iowa 30,760           38,381       32 42 80% 82% 24.8% 37
Vermont 34,517           43,009       22 24 90% 92% 24.6% 38
Minnesota 36,146           45,010       18 19 94% 97% 24.5% 39
Hawaii 36,564           45,456       17 17 95% 98% 24.3% 40
Pennsylvania 42,411           52,640       7 9 110% 113% 24.1% 41
Kansas 31,700           38,622       28 39 82% 83% 21.8% 42
New York 45,772           55,181       3 3 119% 118% 20.6% 43
Michigan 45,218           54,474       5 5 117% 117% 20.5% 44
Delaware 43,014           51,122       6 11 112% 110% 18.8% 45
New Jersey 45,582           53,663       4 7 118% 115% 17.7% 46
Nevada 37,181           43,211       15 22 97% 93% 16.2% 47
Wisconsin 36,644           41,687       16 27 95% 89% 13.8% 48
Connecticut 50,389           56,516       1 1 131% 121% 12.2% 49
Alaska 47,902           51,136       2 10 124% 110% 6.8% 50

U.S. Average 35,813$     46,597$    100% 100% 30.1%

Average Salary

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. 
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Table II-5: Average Salary of Teachers in 2003-04 
Compared to Annual Earnings in the Private Sector, 2003 

=
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ate Salary Earnings Sector 2001-02 2003-04

hode Island 54,809$    34,865$    1.57 1 1
ntana 37,184          25,659         1.45 5 2

Pennsylvania 52,640          36,483         1.44 3 3
Hawaii 45,456          31,974         1.42 2 4
Idaho 40,111          28,272         1.42 4 5
Oregon 47,829          33,819         1.41 6 6
Alaska 51,136          36,504         1.40 8 7
Ohio 47,791          34,607         1.38 14 8
Michigan 54,474          39,484         1.38 9 9
Arkansas 39,226          28,494         1.38 16 10
Indiana 45,791          33,395         1.37 7 11
Vermont 43,009          31,572         1.36 17 12
South Carolina 41,162          30,241         1.36 10 13
West Virginia 38,496          28,359         1.36 15 14
Wyoming 39,537          29,148         1.36 12 15
California 56,444          41,864         1.35 19 16
Mississippi 36,217          27,138         1.33 24 17
New Mexico 38,469          28,941         1.33 18 18
Illinois 53,820          40,574         1.33 30 19
Nebraska 39,635          29,924         1.32 25 20
Maine 39,864          30,229         1.32 22 21
North Dakota 35,411          27,197         1.30 27 22
North Carolina 43,211          33,313         1.30 20 23
Maryland 50,303          39,155         1.28 23 24
Utah 38,976          30,522         1.28 26 25
Iowa 38,381          30,220         1.27 13 26
Wisconsin 41,687          32,998         1.26 21 27
Nevada 43,211          34,320         1.26 11 28
Kentucky 39,831          31,658         1.26 29 29
Delaware 51,122          40,884         1.25 31 30
Georgia 45,848          36,863         1.24 35 31
South Dakota 33,236          26,751         1.24 33 32
Florida 40,598          32,915         1.23 32 33
Arizona 42,324          34,602         1.22 40 34
Kansas 38,622          31,794         1.21 37 35
Alabama 38,282          31,567         1.21 28 36
Louisiana 37,123          30,615         1.21 34 37
Tennessee 40,318          33,495         1.20 36 38
Oklahoma 35,061          29,264         1.20 38 39
Washington 45,437          38,673         1.17 39 40
New Jersey 53,663          45,981         1.17 43 41
Minnesota 45,010          38,693         1.16 41 42
Connecticut 56,516          48,935         1.15 46 43
New York 55,181          47,902         1.15 47 44
Virginia 43,936          38,142         1.15 42 45
Massachusetts 53,274          46,569         1.14 48 46
New Hampshire 42,689          37,685         1.13 44 47
Missouri 38,247          33,944         1.13 45 48
Colorado 43,318          38,891         1.11 50 49
Texas 40,476          37,442         1.08 49 50

U.S. Average 46,597$    37,765$   1.23

Rank

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. 
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Table II-6: Trends in Average Salary of Teachers 
Compared to Annual Earnings in the Private Sector, 1993-94 and 2003-04 

=
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2004 1993-94 1994

2003-04 Private Pay Ratio Average Private Pay Ratio Real

Average Sector Teachers Teacher Sector Teachers Pay Ratio
=

Teacher Annual To Private Salary Earnings To Private 1993

State Salary Earnings Sector 2004 Dollars 2004 Dollars Sector to 2003

Alaska 51,136$       37,692$      1.36 61,057$      38,675$      1.58 10.09

Idaho 40,111         29,426        1.36 35,379        27,598        1.28 2.59

Louisiana 37,123         31,671        1.17 33,450        29,664        1.13 1.83

Mississippi 36,217         28,027        1.29 32,061        25,621        1.25 1.73

Georgia 45,848         38,234        1.20 37,237        32,418        1.15 1.48

South Carolina 41,162         31,297        1.32 37,492        28,208        1.33 1.19

North Carolina 43,211         34,632        1.25 37,891        29,538        1.28 1.04

Utah 38,976         31,588        1.23 35,761        28,448        1.26 1.02

Rhode Island 54,809         35,959        1.52 50,043        31,214        1.60 1.00

New Mexico 38,469         30,076        1.28 35,590        27,169        1.31 0.99

Arkansas 39,226         29,791        1.32 36,087        26,056        1.38 0.84

North Dakota 35,411         28,593        1.24 32,511        24,646        1.32 0.73

West Virginia 38,496         28,359        1.36 38,939        28,962        1.34 0.73

Ohio 47,791         35,929        1.33 45,774        33,004        1.39 0.69

California 56,444         44,021        1.28 51,796        37,101        1.40 0.67

Illinois 53,820         42,321        1.27 50,241        36,850        1.36 0.65

Montana 37,184         26,608        1.40 35,945        24,523        1.47 0.59

Alabama 38,282         32,816        1.17 36,530        29,345        1.24 0.50

Delaware 51,122         42,351        1.21 47,759        35,371        1.35 0.48

Nebraska 39,635         31,053        1.28 37,683        26,951        1.40 0.48

Massachusetts 53,274         49,218        1.08 49,660        39,213        1.27 0.36

Tennessee 40,318         34,866        1.16 38,894        30,386        1.28 0.32

Arizona 42,324         36,211        1.17 40,565        30,568        1.33 0.31

Texas 40,476         39,109        1.03 38,900        33,312        1.17 0.27

South Dakota 33,236         27,793        1.20 32,196        23,653        1.36 0.25

Virginia 43,936         38,142        1.15 42,664        32,131        1.33 0.21

Maine 39,864         31,402        1.27 39,508        27,835        1.42 0.10

Indiana 45,791         34,724        1.32 45,557        31,646        1.44 0.08

Wyoming 39,537         29,148        1.36 39,455        27,476        1.44 0.05

Colorado 43,318         40,217        1.08 43,116        33,119        1.30 0.03

Maryland 50,303         41,021        1.23 50,316        34,699        1.45 0.00

Oregon 47,829         35,020        1.37 47,912        30,664        1.56 -0.02

Florida 40,598         34,421        1.18 40,717        29,858        1.36 -0.03

Washington 45,437         38,673        1.17 45,708        32,656        1.40 -0.05

Oklahoma 35,061         30,451        1.15 35,195        27,979        1.26 -0.05

Missouri 38,247         35,035        1.09 38,652        31,366        1.23 -0.11

New Hampshire 42,689         39,545        1.08 43,492        32,272        1.35 -0.11

Kentucky 39,831         32,902        1.21 40,328        28,559        1.41 -0.11

Minnesota 45,010         40,580        1.11 46,073        33,231        1.39 -0.14

Iowa 38,381         31,670        1.21 39,208        27,713        1.41 -0.21

Vermont 43,009         32,720        1.31 43,996        28,711        1.53 -0.25

Pennsylvania 52,640         38,055        1.38 54,058        33,637        1.61 -0.32

New York 55,181         50,768        1.09 58,342        42,274        1.38 -0.37

Kansas 38,622         33,011        1.17 40,406        29,101        1.39 -0.46

New Jersey 53,663         47,608        1.13 58,100        41,759        1.39 -0.76

Connecticut 56,516         51,614        1.09 64,227        42,691        1.50 -0.86

Nevada 43,211         36,110        1.20 47,392        31,734        1.49 -0.96

Michigan 54,474         40,404        1.35 57,636        37,426        1.54 -1.06

Hawaii 45,456         33,584        1.35 46,606        32,693        1.43 -1.29

Wisconsin 41,687         32,998        1.26 46,708        30,330        1.54 -1.88

U.S. Average $46,597 39,127        1.19 45,586$      33,592$      1.36 0.18

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. Bureau of Labor Statistics Census of 
Employment and Wages. http://www.bls.gov/cew/home.htm  Preliminary 2004 Private sector salary data accessed September 12, 2005. 

Note: The results for Alaska and West Virginia need to be interpreted with care.  In each state both teachers and private sector workers 
have suffered losses of real income.  A pay ratio of 10.09 in Alaska means that for every dollar lost in real private sector earnings 
teachers lost $10.09.
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Appendix III. Beginning Teacher Salaries  
=
qÜáë=ëÉÅíáçå=éêÉëÉåíë=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=Ç~í~=Ñçê=íÜÉ=RM=ëí~íÉëK=qÜÉ=Ç~í~=ÅçãÉ=
ä~êÖÉäó=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=^cq=~ååì~ä=ëìêîÉó=çÑ=ëí~íÉ=ÇÉé~êíãÉåíë=çÑ=ÉÇìÅ~íáçåK=qÜÉ=í~ÄäÉë=~äëç=
áåÅäìÇÉ=Ç~í~=çå=íÜÉ=ÉÅçåçãáÅ=~åÇ=ÇÉãçÖê~éÜáÅ=íêÉåÇë=íÜ~í=~ÑÑÉÅí=íÜÉ=ëìééäó=~åÇ=
ÇÉã~åÇ=Ñçê=åÉï=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK=

Highlights  

• qÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=áå=OMMPJMQ=ï~ë=APNITMQI=~å=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çÑ=NKN=
éÉêÅÉåí=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=éêÉîáçìë=óÉ~êI=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=íÜÉ=OKO=éÉêÅÉåí=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êó=
áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=Ñçê=~ää=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJNK=

=
• pçãÉ=ëí~íÉë=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääó=áãéêçîÉÇ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=áå=OMMPJMQK=kÉï=

jÉñáÅçI=ÑçääçïáåÖ=íÜÉ=êÉáåëíáíìíáçå=çÑ=ÅçääÉÅíáîÉ=Ä~êÖ~áåáåÖ=~åÇ=íÜÉ=é~ëë~ÖÉ=çÑ=~=
êÉÑÉêÉåÇìã=íç=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=êÉîÉåìÉëI=ë~ï=~=NQ=éÉêÅÉåí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=
ë~ä~êáÉëK=jáëëáëëáééá=Ü~Ç=~=NM=éÉêÅÉåí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉK=e~ï~áá=~åÇ=^ä~ëâ~=Ü~Ç=áåÅêÉ~ëÉë=çÑ=
ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=S=éÉêÅÉåíK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJNK=

=
• eçïÉîÉêI=íÜÉêÉ=ï~ë=ãçêÉ=Ä~Ç=åÉïë=íÜ~å=ÖççÇK=cáîÉ=ëí~íÉë=Ü~Ç=åçãáå~ä=ÇÉÅäáåÉë=áå=

~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëI=ãÉ~åáåÖ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=Ççää~ê=~ãçìåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=äçïÉê=áå=OMMPJMQ=íÜ~å=áå=OMMOJMPK=qïÉåíóJÑáîÉ=ëí~íÉë=Ü~Ç=êÉ~ä=ÇÉÅäáåÉëI=
ãÉ~åáåÖ=íÜ~í=íÜÉ=ÅÜ~åÖÉ=áå=ë~ä~êó=ï~ë=äÉëë=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=áåÑä~íáçå=ê~íÉK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJNK=

=
• ^ä~ëâ~=çåÅÉ=~Ö~áå=êÉéçêíÉÇ=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜÉëí=ë~ä~êó=Ñçê=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêëI=AQMIMOTK=

táëÅçåëáå=êÉéçêíÉÇ=íÜÉ=äçïÉëíI=AOPIVROK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJNK=
=
• qïÉåíóJÑçìê=ëí~íÉë=êÉéçêíÉÇ=ëí~êíáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉë=íÜ~í=~êÉ=~ÄçîÉ=APMIMMMI=ïÜáäÉ=çåäó=

íÜêÉÉ=ëí~íÉë=êÉéçêíÉÇ=~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=ìåÇÉê=AORIMMMK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=
fffJNK=

=
• k~íáçå~ääóI=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=ïçêíÜ=SU=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=

ë~ä~êóK=páñ=ëí~íÉëÔ^ä~Ä~ã~I=e~ï~ááI=içìáëá~å~I=kÉï=jÉñáÅçI=lâä~Üçã~=~åÇ=
qÉñ~ëÔÜ~Ç=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=íÜ~í=ïÉêÉ=ïçêíÜ=~í=äÉ~ëí=UM=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=
ëí~íÉÛë=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êóK=qÉå=ëí~íÉëI=áåÅäìÇáåÖ=`~äáÑçêåá~I=Ü~Ç=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=
íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ÄÉäçï=SR=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=íÜÉ=ëí~íÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJNK==

=
• lå=~îÉê~ÖÉI=ëí~êíáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=UQ=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=É~êåáåÖë=áå=

OMMPJMQK=_ìí=áå=^ä~ëâ~I=e~ï~ááI=jáëëáëëáééáI=kÉï=jÉñáÅç=~åÇ=lâä~Üçã~I=~îÉê~ÖÉ=
ëí~êíáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=~îÉê~ÖÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=É~êåáåÖëK=få=`çååÉÅíáÅìíI=
j~ëë~ÅÜìëÉííëI=kÉï=e~ãéëÜáêÉ=~åÇ=táëÅçåëáåI=~îÉê~ÖÉ=É~êåáåÖë=ïÉêÉ=äÉëë=íÜ~å=TR=
éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=É~êåáåÖëK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJOK=
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=
• få=NVVPJVQI=ëí~êíáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=ïÉêÉ=Éèì~ä=íç=UU=éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=éêáî~íÉ=

ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåK=få=íÜÉ=ÑçääçïáåÖ=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉI=Ñçê=ÉîÉêó=åÉï=êÉ~ä=Ççää~ê=áå=éêáî~íÉ=
ëÉÅíçê=ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåI=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉë=êçëÉ=çåäó=PU=ÅÉåíëK=få=NN=ëí~íÉë=
ëí~êíáåÖ=ë~ä~êáÉë=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=Äó=AN=çê=ãçêÉ=Ñçê=ÉîÉêó=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=áå=éêáî~íÉ=ëÉÅíçê=
ÅçãéÉåë~íáçåK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJOK=

=
• qÜÉ=éä~åë=çÑ=ÅçääÉÖÉ=ÑêÉëÜãÉå=íç=ÄÉÅçãÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉêë=áë=~=Åçããçå=ãÉ~ëìêÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=

êÉä~íáîÉ=~ííê~ÅíáîÉåÉëë=çÑ=íÜÉ=éêçÑÉëëáçå=~ë=ïÉää=~ë=àçÄ=~î~áä~ÄáäáíóK=qÜêçìÖÜçìí=ãçëí=
çÑ=íÜÉ=NVVMëI=íÜÉ=éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=ÅçääÉÖÉ=ÑêÉëÜãÉå=éä~ååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=Å~êÉÉêë=
ÜçîÉêÉÇ=åÉ~ê=NM=éÉêÅÉåíI=Ççïå=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=NVSMë=~åÇ=É~êäó=NVTMë=ïÜÉå=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=OM=
éÉêÅÉåí=çÑ=ÅçääÉÖÉ=ÑêÉëÜãÉå=éä~ååÉÇ=íç=éìêëìÉ=íÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=Å~êÉÉêëK=få=OMMMI=éä~åë=íç=
íÉ~ÅÜ=ENNKO=éÉêÅÉåíF=êÉ~ÅÜÉÇ=íÜÉ=ÜáÖÜÉëí=äÉîÉäë=áå=íÜêÉÉ=ÇÉÅ~ÇÉëK=páåÅÉ=íÜÉåI=íÜÉ=
éÉêÅÉåí~ÖÉ=çÑ=ÑêÉëÜãÉå=ïáíÜ=éä~åë=íç=íÉ~ÅÜ=Ü~ë=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ=É~ÅÜ=óÉ~êI=êÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=~=åÉï=
äçï=çÑ=VKT=éÉêÅÉåí=áå=OMMP=~åÇ=OMMQK=pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJPK=

=
• få=OMMQI=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ë~ä~êó=çÑÑÉêÉÇ=íç=~=ÅçääÉÖÉ=Öê~Çì~íÉI=ïÜç=ï~ë=åçí=~å=ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=

ã~àçêI=ï~ë=OU=éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êóK=få=NVVQI=
íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=çÑÑÉê=ï~ë=OS=éÉêÅÉåí=ÜáÖÜÉê=íÜ~å=íÜÉ=~îÉê~ÖÉ=ÄÉÖáååáåÖ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êó=
pÉÉ=q~ÄäÉ=fffJQK=

Technical Notes  

^cq=bëíáã~íÉëK=tÜÉå=~=ëí~íÉ=áë=ìå~ÄäÉ=íç=éêçîáÇÉ=Ç~í~=çå=~îÉê~ÖÉ=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=ë~ä~êáÉëI=íÜÉ=
^cq=ã~âÉë=~å=Éëíáã~íÉK=qÜáë=Éëíáã~íÉ=áë=ã~ÇÉ=ìëáåÖ=áåÑçêã~íáçå=éêçîáÇÉÇ=Äó=ëí~íÉ=
ÉÇìÅ~íáçå=~ÖÉåÅáÉëI=äçÅ~ä=ìåáçå=~ÑÑáäá~íÉëI=çê=Ç~í~=çå=ÅÜ~åÖÉë=áå=ë~ä~êó=ëÅÜÉÇìäÉë=Ñêçã=
íÜÉ=ëí~íÉÛë=ä~êÖÉëí=ëÅÜççä=ÇáëíêáÅíë=~ë=ÇÉí~áäÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ=rKpK=aÉé~êíãÉåí=çÑ=aÉÑÉåëÉ=~ë=
ïÉää=~ë=áåÑçêã~íáçå=çå=íÉ~ÅÜÉê=é~ó=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=lÅÅìé~íáçå~ä=bãéäçóãÉåí=pí~íáëíáÅë=
pìêîÉó=çÑ=íÜÉ=_ìêÉ~ì=çÑ=i~Äçê=pí~íáëíáÅëK==
=
gçÄ=lÑÑÉêë=Ñçê=`çääÉÖÉ=dê~Çì~íÉëK=qÜÉëÉ=Ç~í~=ÅçãÉ=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=k~íáçå~ä=^ëëçÅá~íáçå=çÑ=
`çääÉÖÉë=~åÇ=bãéäçóÉêë=p~ä~êó=pìêîÉóI=ïÜáÅÜ=Éñ~ãáåÉë=àçÄ=çÑÑÉêë=ã~ÇÉ=íç=Öê~Çì~íÉë=
çÑ=ãÉãÄÉê=ÅçääÉÖÉëK=a~í~=Ñçê=àçÄ=çÑÑÉêë=íç=åçåJÉÇìÅ~íáçå=ã~àçêë=Ñêçã=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=çÑ=
É~ÅÜ=óÉ~ê=~êÉ=ìëÉÇK=pÉéíÉãÄÉê=OMMO=Ç~í~=ïÉêÉ=ìå~î~áä~ÄäÉI=íÜÉêÉÑçêÉ=gìäó=OMMO=Ç~í~=
ïÉêÉ=ëìÄëíáíìíÉÇK==
=
=
=
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Table III-1: Actual Average Beginning Teacher Salaries, 2002-03 and 2003-04 

33

2003-04 2002-03 2003-04 Beginning 

Rank State

Beginning 
Teacher 
Salary

Beginning 
Teacher 
Salary

Average 
Teacher 
Salary

Salary as 
Percentage 
of Average

1 Alaska 40,027$      37,401$      51,136$    78%

2 Hawaii 37,615 34,549 45,456 a.e. 83%

3 New Jersey 37,061 c. 35,673 c. 53,663 69%

4 New York 36,400 35,259 55,181 b. 66%

5 California 35,135 34,805 56,444 a. 62%

6 Georgia 35,116 33,919 45,848 77%

7 Illinois 35,114 34,522 53,820 a.d. 65%

8 Delaware 34,566 33,811 51,122 68%

9 Connecticut 34,462 33,270 56,516 61%

10 Michigan 34,377 c. 33,596 54,474 c. 63%

11 Pennsylvania 34,140 32,897 52,640 65%

12 Massachusetts 34,041 c. 33,168 c. 53,274 64%

13 Maryland 33,760 32,939 50,303 67%

14 Oregon 33,396 32,804 47,829 70%

15 Rhode Island 32,902 c. 31,025 c. 54,809 c. 60%

16 Texas 32,741 31,874 40,476 a. 81%

17 Virginia 32,437 c. 31,414 c. 43,936 74%

18 New Mexico 31,920 28,120 38,469 83%

19 Colorado 31,296 32,063 43,318 72%

20 Alabama 30,973 30,927 38,282 81%

21 Minnesota 30,772 30,587 45,010 a. 68%

22 Florida 30,696 30,491 40,598 76%

23 Tennessee 30,449 29,275 40,318 76%

24 Washington 30,159 29,118 45,437 66%

25 Indiana 29,784 29,213 45,791 65%

26 Louisiana 29,655 28,812 37,123 80%

27 Oklahoma 29,473 29,451 35,061 d.e. 84%

28 Missouri 28,938 28,102 38,247 76%

29 Wyoming 28,900 27,596 39,537 a. 73%

30 Ohio 28,692 27,688 47,791 60%

31 Kansas 28,530 26,855 38,622 74%

32 Nebraska 28,527 27,127 39,635 72%

33 Kentucky 28,416 27,331 39,831 71%

34 Arizona 28,236 28,916 42,324 67%

35 Mississippi 28,106 25,347 36,217 78%

36 Nevada 27,942 27,434 43,211 65%

37 South Carolina 27,883 27,668 41,162 68%

38 North Carolina 27,572 27,572 43,211 a. 64%

39 New Hampshire 27,367 26,479 42,689 64%

40 Iowa 26,967 26,893 38,381 70%

41 West Virginia 26,692 26,692 38,496 69%

42 Utah 26,130 c. 26,534 c. 38,976 67%

43 Arkansas 26,129 25,459 c. 39,226 67%

44 Idaho 25,908 26,091 40,111 65%

45 Maine 25,901 24,631 39,864 65%

46 Vermont 25,819 c. 25,240 c. 43,009 a. 60%

47 South Dakota 25,504 24,311 33,236 77%

48 North Dakota 24,108 23,591 35,411 68%

49 Montana 24,032 23,088 37,184 65%

50 Wisconsin 23,952 27,277 41,687 57%

U.S. Average 31,704$     31,351$     46,597$    68%

American Samoa 9,272$        8,215$        17,000$    n/a

Guam 28,410 28,789 34,326 n/a

District of Columbia 38,566 40,085 62,909 n/a
Puerto Rico 18,000 18,000 24,700 n/a

Virgin Islands 26,563 n/a n/a n/a
a. includes extra-duty pay; b. median; c. AFT estimate; d. includes employer pick-up of employee 
pension contributions where applicable; e. includes fringe benefits such as healthcare where 
applicable. 
Sources: National Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, November 2003, May 2003. Civilian Personnel Management Service, 
Wage and Salary Division of the U.S. Department of Defense, List of School District Minimums, 
Maximums and Steps, Arlington, Va. May 2002. American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of 
state departments of education. 
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Table III-2: Trends in Beginning Salary of Teachers 
Compared to Annual Earnings in the Private Sector, 1993-94 to 2003-04 
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2003-04 Private Pay Ratio 1993-94 Private Pay Ratio Real
Beginning Sector Teachers Beginning Sector Teachers Pay Ratio

Teacher Annual To Private Teacher Annual To Private 1993-04
State Salary Earnings Sector Salary Earnings Sector to 2003-04

Alabama $30,973 $31,567 0.98 $23,197 $22,958 1.01 0.90
Alaska 40,027 36,504 1.10 31,395 33,395 0.94 2.78
Arizona 28,236 34,602 0.82 21,825 23,075 0.95 0.56
Arkansas 26,129 28,494 0.92 19,694 20,259 0.97 0.78
California 35,135 41,864 0.84 25,500 28,912 0.88 0.74
Colorado 31,296 38,891 0.80 20,091 26,043 0.77 0.87
Connecticut 34,462 48,935 0.70 28,052 34,206 0.82 0.44
Delaware 34,566 40,884 0.85 22,987 28,586 0.80 0.94
Florida 30,969 32,915 0.94 23,171 22,978 1.01 0.78
Georgia 35,116 36,863 0.95 22,249 25,107 0.89 1.09
Hawaii 37,615 31,974 1.18 25,268 24,770 1.02 1.71
Idaho 25,908 28,272 0.92 18,322 20,564 0.89 0.98
Illinois 35,114 40,574 0.87 25,188 28,249 0.89 0.81
Indiana 29,784 33,395 0.89 22,057 24,075 0.92 0.83
Iowa 26,967 30,220 0.89 20,709 21,066 0.98 0.68
Kansas 28,530 31,794 0.90 20,948 22,175 0.94 0.79
Kentucky 28,416 31,658 0.90 21,257 21,939 0.97 0.74
Louisiana 29,655 30,615 0.97 18,195 23,455 0.78 1.60
Maine 25,901 30,229 0.86 19,882 21,572 0.92 0.70
Maryland 33,760 39,155 0.86 25,521 26,400 0.97 0.65
Massachusetts 34,041 46,569 0.73 23,000 29,951 0.77 0.66
Michigan 34,377 39,484 0.87 24,400 28,944 0.84 0.95
Minnesota 30,772 38,693 0.80 23,067 25,684 0.90 0.59
Mississippi 28,106 27,138 1.04 18,425 19,662 0.94 1.29
Missouri 28,938 33,944 0.85 21,038 24,165 0.87 0.81
Montana 24,032 25,659 0.94 18,750 18,875 0.99 0.78
Nebraska 28,527 29,924 0.95 20,237 20,790 0.97 0.91
Nevada 27,942 34,320 0.81 24,155 24,636 0.98 0.39
New Hampshire 27,367 37,685 0.73 22,400 25,237 0.89 0.40
New Jersey 37,061 45,981 0.81 29,346 32,780 0.90 0.58
New Mexico 31,920 28,941 1.10 22,057 21,044 1.05 1.25
New York 36,400 47,902 0.76 26,903 32,957 0.82 0.64
North Carolina 27,572 33,313 0.83 20,020 22,550 0.89 0.70
North Dakota 24,108 27,197 0.89 17,453 19,282 0.91 0.84
Ohio 28,692 34,607 0.83 19,561 25,527 0.77 1.01
Oklahoma 29,473 29,264 1.01 22,264 21,559 1.03 0.94
Oregon 33,396 33,819 0.99 23,186 23,048 1.01 0.95
Pennsylvania 34,140 36,483 0.94 28,231 26,099 1.08 0.57
Rhode Island 32,902 34,865 0.94 23,365 23,812 0.98 0.86
South Carolina 27,883 30,241 0.92 20,562 21,485 0.96 0.84
South Dakota 25,504 26,751 0.95 18,913 17,291 1.09 0.70
Tennessee 30,449 33,495 0.91 19,625 22,986 0.85 1.03
Texas 32,741 37,442 0.87 21,931 25,444 0.86 0.90
Utah 26,130 30,522 0.86 18,787 21,889 0.86 0.85
Vermont 25,819 31,572 0.82 22,982 21,456 1.07 0.28
Virginia 32,437 38,142 0.85 23,273 25,067 0.93 0.70
Washington 30,159 38,673 0.78 21,612 23,909 0.90 0.58
West Virginia 26,692 28,359 0.94 21,450 23,108 0.93 1.00
Wisconsin 23,952 32,998 0.73 23,677 22,989 1.03 0.03
Wyoming 28,900 29,148 0.99 20,416 20,814 0.98 1.02

U.S. Average $31,704 $37,765 0.84 $23,231 $25,553 0.91 0.69

Source: American Federation of Teachers, annual survey of state departments of education. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Census of Employment and Wages. http://www.bls.gov/cew/home.htm  Preliminary 2004 Private sector salary data accessed 
September 12, 2005. 
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Beginning Teacher Salaries 

Table III-3: Plans of College Freshmen To Teach 

Planning High
School 

Teaching 
Career

Planning 
Elementary 

Teaching 
Career

Total 
Planning 
Career in 
Teaching

2004 4.6% 5.1% 9.7%
2003 4.4% 5.3% 9.7%
2002 4.6% 5.7% 10.3%
2001 4.6% 5.5% 10.1%
2000 4.9% 6.3% 11.2%
1999 4.5% 6.3% 10.8%
1998 4.7% 6.2% 10.9%
1997 4.6% 5.7% 10.3%
1996 4.5% 5.6% 10.1%
1995 4.4% 5.5% 9.9%
1994 4.5% 5.5% 10.0%
1993 4.4% 5.4% 9.8%
1992 4.5% 5.3% 9.8%
1991 4.6% 5.6% 10.2%
1990 4.4% 5.6% 10.0%
1989 3.9% 4.8% 8.7%
1988 3.7% 4.9% 8.6%
1987 3.8% 4.9% 8.7%
1986 3.7% 4.5% 8.2%
1985 3.1% 3.7% 6.8%
1984 2.7% 3.4% 6.1%
1983 2.5% 3.4% 5.9%
1982 2.3% 3.3% 5.6%
1981 2.6% 4.0% 6.6%
1980 2.8% 4.1% 6.9%
1979 3.4% 4.4% 7.8%
1978 3.4% 4.1% 7.5%
1977 3.9% 4.7% 8.6%
1976 4.7% 5.0% 9.7%
1975 n/a n/a n/a
1974 n/a n/a n/a
1973 n/a n/a n/a
1972 7.8% 6.5% 14.3%
1971 10.2% 7.7% 17.9%
1970 12.9% 8.6% 21.5%
1969 15.0% 9.9% 24.9%
1968 16.1% 9.7% 25.8%
1967 15.9% 9.0% 24.9%
1966 15.2% 8.1% 23.3%

Source: American Freshman: National Norms for Fall 2004, 
Cooperative Institutional Research Program, Higher 
Education Research Institute, University of California, Los 
Angeles, December 2004.
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Survey and Analysis of Teacher Salary Trends 2004 

Table III-4: Trends in Beginning Teacher Salaries 
Compared to Job Offers to College Graduates 
with Majors Other Than Education, 1994-2004 

Beginning Offers to Offers to
Teacher Non-education Education Majors 
Salary Majors as a Percentage of 

Year (2004 Dollars) (2004 Dollars) Other Offers
2004 $31,704 $40,472 78%
2003 32,186 41,109 78%
2002 30,095 43,723 69%
2001 31,738 45,914 69%
2000 30,463 44,089 69%
1999 30,450 42,064 72%
1998 29,793 41,502 72%
1997 29,438 39,031 75%
1996 29,238 37,953 77%
1995 29,744 37,214 80%
1994 29,611 37,278 79%

Sources: National Association of Colleges and Employers. American 
Federation of Teachers annual survey of state departments of 
education
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